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Get Rude 
on the Phone: 


Call for: 
© The Rude 


Ravishing 


Rick Rude sail 
Former WWF e Your personal 
Intercontinental wrestling match 
Champion 


© Trivia Contest 


Pin Rick in the Ring and Win a Personal Visit from 
Rick for a “RUDE AWAKENING.” 


Call 1-900-420-RUDE and pick a move . . . pile driver, scorpion, or a figure four. If you're tough enough to pin Rick, you'll automatically 
be entered. Even if you wimp out in the match, you can still win! Answer the three trivia questions below, by phone or by mail, and you're 
automatically entered in the contest. Here are the prizes: 


sit Grand Prize - Rick personally wakes you up or the person of your choice at the time and place 
you choose (subject to available dates). He delivers breakfast in bed and a check for $1,000. 


sik First and Second Prize — $500 and four tickets to a wrestling match in or near your home town. 


Trivia questions: 
1. Who did Rick Rude defeat for the WWF Intercontinental Championship? 
2. What does Rick Rude call his finishing maneuver to beat his opponents? 
3. Rick Rude featured a picture of a wrestler’s wife on his wrestling tights. Name that wrestler. 


Call 1-900-420-RUDE 


$1.95 first minute. 95¢ each additional minute. If you're under 18, you must have parents’ permission. Touchtone phone required. 


Rules: No purchase or phone call necessary, Call as offen as you'd like, all phone entries receive immediate qualification notice. Or enter by mail and receive notification at contest end. To enter send a 
3” x 5" card to the address below and print your choice of hold to pin Rick and the answers to the three trivia questions above. Entrants must either correctly pick the hold to pin Rick or answer all three trivia 
questions corredily to qualify for the random drawing. All qualifiers will be entered in the drawing and winners selected at random by an independent judging organization. Winners will be notified by mail 
Deadline to receive mail or phone entries is February 28, 1992. Odds of winning are determined by the total number of entrants. Void in lowa, New York, Florida, Puerto Rico, Virginia, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Washington, Oregon and where prohibited by law. Unclaimed prizes will be awarded in a subsequent drawing from all entrants within 30 days of original drawing. For a complete Set of rules and winners 
list, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope for each request to the address below. 


Wrestling Trivia » 14802N. Dale Mabry * Suite 200 ° Tampa, Fl 33618 
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P.N. NEWS 
P.N. News takes some heavy raps 
from Wrestling 91 Associate Editor Ed- 
die Ellner, as Senior Editor Bill Apter 
tries to maintain order 
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VS. RON SIMMONS 

They're both rugged former football 
stars who have made the difficult tran- 
sition to professional wrestling. Unfor- 
tunately, they’re not likely to meet in 
the near future, but we think it’s such 
an intriguing matchup, we asked four 
experts to analyze the bout and pre- 
dict a winner 


Ocean 91: 


BILLY JACK HAYNES 

Why would a man who admits the 
sport of wrestling and his supportive 
fans saved his life from ruination 
choose to make a mockery of the 
sport's rules? Wrestling 91 tries very 
hard to get the answer 


“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 


Justice & Hogan: A matter of trust 


3 4nocan PASSES THE 
TORCH: WILL THE “HULKSTER” 
GET BURNED BY SID JUSTICE? 
Once again Hulk Hogan is putting his 
trust In a man who might very well 
have designs on his WWF World title 


38 THE LEGION OF DOOM: 
STILL THE NASTIEST BOYS 
AROUND! 

For a team that is arguably the greatest 
in history, the LOD has taken a great 
deal of abuse from the press. Usually, 
they take it out on their opponents 


42 ENJOYING THE SINGLES 
SCENE: BRET HART & BOBBY EA- 
TON SHED THE TAG TEAM TAG! 
Two men in two separate federations 
set out not only to make it on their 
own, but to distance themselves from 
their mlebreaking pasts 


44... LUGER & STING: 
READY FOR ALL-OUT WAR! 
Whether as best of friends or at each 
other’s throats, the careers of these 
men have revolved around one anoth- 
er for the last four years. Their relation- 
ship is now ready for its next stage: 
sheer carnage! 


Next issue on sale January 7 
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Hart: Single success 
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WRESTLING: IS THE SPORT 
GETTING BIGGER AND BETTER 

. » OR JUST BIGGER? 
Improved diet and training methods 
have increased the size and speed of 
athletes in all sports—and wrestling is 
no exception! 
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~ OPENINGBELL 


’M WATCHING WWF Pnme Time Wrestling the other night 

when my wife, whose only knowledge of wrestling comes from 

her years working here as a layout artist, walks into the room. She 
recognizes the man with the blond hair and robe. 

“That’s Ric Flair,” she says. “Since when does he wrestle in the 
WWF?” 

“McMahon just signed him,” I reply. “This is the hottest thing in 
wrestling right now. Flair’s going to wrestle Hulk Hogan.” 

She thinks a few seconds, then makes a statement that has proba- 
bly been uttered or at least thought about by every fan that ever 
lived. 

“You know, if they ever matched the wrestlers from the WWF 
against the wrestlers from WCW, they could make a fortune. Every 
fan would love it.” 

“It'll never happen,” I say. “There’s just no way the two organiza- 
tions would ever cooperate.” 

“Tf the money was right, they would,” she says. 

“Nah.” 

Nah? 

Why would I dismiss this so readily? Why, after dealing with the 
WWE and WCW for so long, would I think that I can predict what ei- 
ther of these organizations would do? 

Certainly, if someone has suggested to me that the WWF would 
sign Flair and promote a match with Hogan based on the fact that he 
has been the dominant world champion of another wrestling league, 
I probably would have said, “Nah.” 

But there was Ric Flair, WCW belt in hand, telling the world how 
he’ll be “The Man” when he gets through with the “Hulkster.” 

No, my wife, your idea, though hardly original, is not so farfetched. 
The WWF masterminds have chosen to recognize Ric Flair’s past be- 
cause they have determined that it is good business to do so. They 
realize the potential of a Hogan-Flair showdown, but they also recog- 
nize that maybe not all of their fans are familiar with Flair's accom- 
plishments, and that his presence in the WWF means little unless ev- 
eryone knows that he is a legend. 

Maybe the WWF is hurting itself in the long run by reversing its 
policy of not recognizing the existence of other wrestling organiza- 
tions (particularly its chief rival). But in the short term, there is some 
big money to be made here. And, after all, that’s what the sporting 
business is all about. 

So let’s for a moment forget about the political factors that prevent 
cooperation between the WWF and WCW and get down to the bot- 
tom line: If, after weighing short-term profitability against any possi- 
ble negative long-term effects, the two organizations both feel it is 
within their best interests financially to co-promote a card, it really 
could happen. 

If just a couple of months ago I had written that there was even the 
remotest of chances that there could be a WWF-WCW supercard, I 
would have been called naive. 

The way things are going now, I could be called naive ifI ruled it 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 91, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


RULES ARE RULES 

Your article, “Special Editorial: 
10 Rules That Must Be Changed” 
(Fall 1991) brought up some very 
good points. Most of the nile 
changes suggested should be im- 
mediately considered by all wres- 
tling leagues. 

But there are also a few that 
should remain just the way they 
are. Your fourth suggestion, “Titles 
Must Change Hands On Most Dis- 
qualifications,” shouldn't be imple- 
mented because a DQ is just not a 
fair way to win a title. A wrestler 
must win by pin or submission, 
and it should stay that way. 

I also can’t agree with number 
five: “There Must Be A Dress 


Big Bossman should always be allowed to 
wear his prison guard uniform in the ring, 
reader Paul Esner maintains. 


Code For Wrestlers.” Without 
some of the crazy costumes the 
| wrestlers wear, the ring would be 
a very drab and dull place. I also 
i don’t agree with number two: 
“There Must Be No Managers At 
Ringside.” What is wrong with 
having a manager at ringside? 
™ Sometimes they interfere, but even 
™ if they weren't at ringside, their 
’ men would still win their matches 
and still win titles. 
PAUL ESNER 
Staten Island, NY 


BYE, ANDRE 

After reading the article about 
Andre the Giant in your Fall 1991 
issue (‘Our Emotional Plea To An- 


ARN, IT WON'T GET ANY BETTER THAN THAT 


By Joe Rhodes 


Recently, with Am Anderson and Larry Zbyszko's win- 
“ning of the WCW World tag team title, there has been 


much comment that Zbyszko may be the best tag team 


_ partner that Anderson has ever had. However, I do not 
~ believe that Am ever had or ever will have a better 
‘partner than Tully Blanchard. — 

Together, those two Four Hosemen cohorts dominated 
tag team action in WCW, winning two World tag team 
titles. Their first victory, over The Rock ’n’ Roll Express on 
September 29, 1987, in Misenheimer, North Carolina, was 
given short shrift because right before the match, the Rock 
‘n’ Rolls had been blindsided by The Midnight Express. 
But as they defended the belts more and more, people 


began to realize what tag team precision and strategy are 


all about. Tully. and Am were simply outstanding. 
That first reign ended at the inaugural Clash of the 
Champions in Greensboro, North Carolina, on March 27, 
- 1988, when they were defeated by Lex Luger and Barry 
Windham. Lex and Barry wrestled brilliantly, and de- 
served to win, but that takes nothing away from what Am 
and Tully did. 

Less than a month later, on April 20 in Jacksonville, 
Florida, Tully and Am regained the belts from Luger and 
Windham. Again, the win was discounted by many be- 
cause in the course of the bout, Windham tured against 

his partner, eventually going on to join the Horsemen. But 


again, after the victory, Am and Tully proved their worth 
as World titleholders, tuming back the challenges of ev- 
ery worthy team in the federation. 

Then, a shocker. After losing the title to the Midnights 
on September 10, 1988, in Philadelphia, Tully and Arn left 


WCW for the ‘WWF, where Bobby Heenan became their 


manager. I truly thought at the time that that was the 


“worst move Tully and Am could have made. I was con- 


vinced that Heenan could do absolutely nothing for their 
careers. And I was even more appalled that they had 
decided to call themselves The Brainbusters. 

Boy, was I wrong! On July 18, 1989, in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, Tully and Am defeated the highly regard- 
ed team of Demolition to win the WWF World tag belts. 


- Apparently, Am and Tully knew what I couldn’t have 


known, that Heenan was exactly the man who could 

maneuver them into getting title shots. Now, having held 
both the WWF and WCW World tag titles, Tully and Am 

set themselves apart as a team of excellence. 

They lost those belts back to Demolition on October 2, 
1989, in Wheeling, West Virginia, but their accomplish- 
ment can never be diminished. So, for all of you who say 
that Am and Zbyszko are a great team, I agree, but I 
urge you to look at the record. Tully Blanchard was the 
best partner Am Anderson ever had. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Bangor, Maine) 


Each issue, Wrestling 91 offers a special forum for one fan to.speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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dre The Giant: Walk Away ... 
While You Still Can!’”), I must say 
this: Andre, retire now! 

I am one of Andre’s biggest 
fans, and have been following his 
career for several years now, but I 
must agree with your staff com- 
pletely when you suggest that An- 
dre bring his wrestling career to a 
halt. 

Time has taken its toll on the 
huge Frenchman. Men who 
wouldn’t have stood a chance 
against the Grenoble native 15 
years ago now are confident they 


’ 


It’s time for Andre the Giant to hang up the tights, 
says reader Sean Fluharty. 
will come out the victor when they 
step into the ring with him. 
Andre, if you want to stay asso- 
ciated with the sport, quit compet- 
ing and become a manager or 
trainer. You have provided me 
with some great memories and 
have had a very successful career, 
but it is time for you to rest. I don’t 
want to see you get seriously 
injured. 
SEAN FLUHARTY 
Baton Rouge, LA 


FEEDBACK 


HAIL THE WARRIOR 

I am writing in response to your 
Fall 1991 cover story (‘After Flirt- 
ing With Death ... Is The Ultimate 
Wamior Scarred For Life?’”’). To an- 
swer that question, I think not! 

Oh, sure, The Undertaker was a 
big man when the Warrior was 


, 
an 


The Ultimate Warrior is definitely not afraid of The 
Undertaker, in reader Jose Vazquez’ opinion. 


eS Py 


down and locked in a coffin, but 
what’s going to happen when the 
Warnor does the same to him? 
People said Wamior was scared of 
Hulk Hogan, but he beat him. Peo- 
ple said he was scared of Andre, 
but he beat him. The list goes on 
and on. 

My point is that The Ultimate 
Wamior is scared of no one, not 
even The Undertaker. Undertaker 
is nothing but a fluke. When the 
Warrior gets finished with him, he 
is going six feet under. 

JOSE VAZQUEZ 
East Patchogue, NY 


CORNBALL 

After I read the “Interview 91” 
with Jim Comette (Fall 1991), I had 
one question for Comette: Were 
you out of your mind when you 


Bobby Eaton is much better off without Jim Corn- 
ette interfering for him, Jessica Forde writes. 
said that you still consider yourself 
Bobby Eaton’s manager? 

Comette probably didn’t read 
the “Superstar Interview” with 
Bobby in your sister publication 
Wrestling Superstars June 1991), in 
which he said he didn’t care if 
Cormette ever managed him again. 
Eaton may have lost the WCW TV 
title to Steve Austin, but he proved 
that he has what it takes to be a 
major singles champion. 

So, Jimmy, if you're thinking 
about coming back to WCW, for- 
get it. Bobby’s been a lot happier 
(and WCW’s been a lot cleaner) 
since you and “Scummy” Stan 
Lane took a hike. 

JESSICA FORDE 
Norfolk, VA 


At one point in the interview 
with Jim Comette, he took credit 
for all Bobby Eaton’s success and 
claimed to have taught him every- 
thing. He also made the comment 
that Stan Lane was his “most loyal” 
wrestler. 

All the while, he’s claiming to 
be happy for Eaton, but it doesn’t 
take a genius to read between the 
lines and see that Comette is in- 
censed with Bobby’s solo success 
and, perhaps, even with his popu- 
larity. Bobby has no use for Jim 

(Continued on page 54) 
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McMAHON BASHING 

Here’s a bit of news that some 
fans have been waiting to hear for 
years: Vince McMahon has finally 
been given a sampling of the pain 
he’s been paying people to ab- 
sorb all these years. 

The WWF's owner was acciden- 
tally blasted with a chair by Roddy 
Piper during a skirmish between 
the “Rowdy Scot” and seven-time 
former WCW World champion 
Ric Flair during the September 9 


NEWSLINE 


WWF television tapings in Ottawa, F 


Ontario. 


WWF head Vince McMahon was blasted with a 
chair by Roddy Piper as Piper battled Ric Flair. 


This startling situation began as 
Flair was on his way to the ring for 
his WWF wrestling debut against 
young Mark Thomas. After walk- 
ing out of the locker room, the 
“Nature Boy” noticed announcers 
Roddy Piper, Randy Savage, and 
McMahon at the broadcast table. 
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Wherever Ric Flair wrestles, he is always the center of controversy. It didn’t take long before his 


impact was felt on the WWF. 


Piper and Flair had been using 
their interview time to badger 
each other for weeks, but this was 
the first time they had met face-to- 
face since Flair signed with the 
WWF in early-September. Flair ap- 
proached the table and began in- 
sulting Piper. The “Rowdy Scot” 
wasn't about to let Flair’s vile re- 
marks go without retribution. 

Fists started flying between Flair 
and Piper, with each man landing 
several hard blows. When Piper 
picked up a chair to bash Flair, 
Flair ducked—and the chair hit 


McMahon directly in the head. 
Flair continued to beat Piper, ren- 
dering the popular star nearly un- 
conscious, before running off. Mc- 
Mahon had to be carried off on a 
stretcher, while Piper literally 
crawled back to the dressing 
room area. 

At press time, it was not known 
how seriously McMahon was in- 
jured, or if he would be forced out 
of his announcing or administrative 
duties for a long period of time. 

It was originally believed that 
this was the first time McMahon 


had gotten physically involved in 
an altercation, but this is not true. 
Capt. Lou Albano recalls a time 
when the third-generation promot- 
er was seriously injured. 

“And I was the guy who was 
responsible,” Albano said. “I don't 
recall the exact year—my memory 
ain't what it used to be—but I'll 
never forget how mad I got one 
time at McMahon and Amold 
Skaaland. 

“They were having a Manager 
of the Year contest, and fans were 
writing in and casting votes for 
their favorites. Well, the day of the 
final announcement came about, 
and it came down to me and 
Amie. Man, was I sure I was go- 
ing to win! But when McMahon 
yelled out that Skaaland was the 
winner, I lost my cool and started 
jumping around the ring.” 

That wasn’t al] that Albano did. 

“There was Skaaland at the front 
of the ring drinking in the cheers 
of the fans with McMahon, but 
that’s the worst thing he could’ve 
done. I picked up this big Manag- 
er of the Year trophy—the damn 
thing must’ve been four feet tall— 
and I blasted Amie and Vince 
from behind. The force of the 
blow sent both guys sailing over 
the top rope and nght out of the 
ring! McMahon had a sore neck 
for a month after that.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

Veteran Manny Fernandez de- 
feated popular Indian star Chris 
Chavis to capture the South Atlan- 
tic Pro Wrestling championship on 
August 31 in Pembrooke, North 
Carolina ... Several veterans have 
retumed to the USWA, including 
Jimmy Valiant, Billy Travis, Koko 
B. Ware, and huge P.Y. Chu-Hi. 
However, the oddest returnee of 
them all is the grotesquely obese 
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Ronnie P. Gossett (above) is back in the USWA as 
the manager of Jeff Jarrett and Robert Fuller. 
Manny Fernandez (top right) defeated Chris Chavis 
to win the South Atlantic Pro Wrestling title. 


Ronnie P. Gossett, who has 
signed a contract to become the 
new manager of USWA tag team 
champions Robert Fuller and Jeff 
Jarrett! “If a man like Fuller can 
totally change his stripes, then so 
can I,” insists Gossett, last seen in 
the Georgia All-Star area. “I want 
to prove to Jeff and Robert—and 
the fans—that I’m a man they can 
trust” ... Cactus Jack, one of the 
sport’s hottest young stars, made 
his mark in WCW during Clash of 
the Champions XVI: “Fall Brawl 
91” on September 5 at the Rich- 
mond County Civic Center in Au- 
gusta, Georgia—but he didn’t do it 
in a regulation match. Just before 
U.S. champion Sting defeated 
Johnny B. Badd, a huge package 
was wheeled out to ringside. Most 
fans assumed it was Abdullah the 
Butcher inside the package, but 
instead it tured out to be the ma- 
niacal Jack, who attacked Sting 
right after the pinfall. Jack dumped 
Sting from the ring and delivered a 
brutal elbowdrop from the second 


turnbuckle to the floor. Later on 
the card, Sting returned the favor 
by blindsiding Jack, leading to a 
wild, garbage-can throwing brawl. 
‘Tm sick of guys trying to take 
advantage of me,” yelled Sting af- 
ter the skirmish was broken up. 
“What I want to know is, who’s 
behind all this? Who hired Abdul- 
lah and Jack to try to put me out. 
This sounds like The Black Scor- 
pion all over again, but I'll be 
damned if I let things go that far 
twice.” 


THE LAST WORD 

Scott Anthony (formerly known 
as Scotty the Body), who recently 
was added as a color commenta- 
tor for Georiga All-Star wrestling, is 
miffed that the brother team of 
Chick and Rick Donovan have 
started calling themselves The 
Golden Boys—and he proved it 
while doing play-by-play on a re- 
cent match. “And The Golden 
Girls are a house on fire!” bel- 
lowed Anthony during a Donovan 
rally. “It’s Rue McClanahan with a 
dropkick! And there’s Bea Arthur 
with a takedown!” oO 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Eddie Ellner 


LOYAL TO 
HIS OWN DREAMS 


EADERS FAMILIAR WITH my likes and dis- 

likes know Lex Luger more often than not falls 
into the latter category. As a wrestler given hun- 
dreds of title shots, he had proven incapable of 
winning the big match, at least when Ric Flair was 
in the opposite corner. As a man, he rarely accept- 
ed defeat as a man should, preferring instead to 
dish off his failures on the shoulders of others. He 
had proven a barely adequate caretaker of his mas- 
sive potential; he was a mouth that constantly 
roared but rarely said anything worthwhile. 

There is no doubt, however, that Luger has suf- 
fered in direct proportion to our inflated expecta- 
tions of him. As a brash young rookie, Luger ex- 
ploded onto the mat scene with the ferocity of The 
Road Warriors and immediately we in the media 
thrust the mantle—and burden—of greatness upon 
him. 

Nightly displays of his prodigious power and 
strength wouldn't satisfy us. Nor could four US. 
tiles. We demanded the big prize, the WCW 
World title, and he assured us it was but the next 
match away. 

I led the charge of doomsayers who dismissed 
Luger's title-winning victory over Barry Windham as 
insufficient proof of his championship worth. “Until 
he beats Flair,’ I wrote, “Lex Luger will always 
remain one match shy of a ‘Total Package.’ ” 

I still believe Lex Luger’s title reign will lack 
completion because he never was able to pin Ric 
Flair. I know he thinks that, too. But though Luger 
deserves to be reminded of this chink in his cham- 
pionship armor, he hardly deserves the kind of 
pompous, holier-than-thou criticism that his title vic- 
tory and subsequent “betrayal” his “defection” to 
the “other side” has caused his many fans. 

“I really think the guy’s gone overboard,” said 
Sting. ‘‘When he went into the match against Wind- 
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ham, he knew he’d win, because he stacked the 
odds in his favor by hiring Harley Race and Mr. 
Hughes. That’s the mark of a really desperate guy— 
and of a coward.” 

Can you believe this bull? Can we even make 
sense of what Sting is saying? Since when did tak- 
ing on a manager constitute cowardice? Did Race 
and Mr. Hughes interfere one bit in the Luger- 
Windham match? No. That Luger was able to rally 
at the snap of Race’s fingers is an indication of his 
ability to tum up momentum at will. It was Lex 
Luger, not Harley Race, who won the WCW title in 
that ring against Windham. 

With his comments, Sting comes off sounding 
like a jealous mascara queen, green with envy. 
Quite an appropriate description if you ask me. 

Similar nonsense was espoused by my colleague, 
the usually levelheaded Bob Smith, who penned 
the following about Luger's victory: “Indeed, the 
future seems bleak for the WCW championship. 
When Flair left WCW, many fans rejoiced. No long- 
er would a vile, violent rulebreaker set the standard 
for the federation. Now, with Luger as champion, 
fans are worried that the future will be every bit as 
bad as the past.” 

As I see it, with Race behind him, for the first 
time in Luger’s career there is hope that he may 
realize his massive potential. Who cares about his 
tactics? Is Mr. Smith going to tell me Luger’s tactics 
are much different from Hulk Hogan's? 

Face it, everyone’s goal is the same: to win. With 
the brilliant Race guiding him, there is no telling 
how far Luger can extend his natural skills. We may 
be on the threshold of a phenomenal title reign. It 
is a time not to moum; it is a time to rejoice. O 


Eddie Ellner is associate editor of this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Harley Race 


“LEX LUGER IS AN 
ARTISTIC WORK IN PROGRESS” 


N 1986, LEX Luger and I faced — 

each other in the ring. He was © 
a brash, cocksure rookie with a 
fearsome reputation that I intend- 
ed to shatter posthaste. It is my” 
belief, and the belief of my hand- 
ful of peers, that those of us bom 
with tremendous natural abilities 
must relentlessly police our 
ranks. We simply can’t afford to 
let stray wrestlers run around 
claiming to possess skills worthy 
of our fraternity. I have always 
taken great pleasure in exposing 
imposters. On this night, I would 
expose Lex Luger for the fraud 
he was. I would show him how 
thin the air is where legends 
walk; mortal men can last short minutes in our 
presence. 

Though I was not the physical specimen I was a 
decade before, the skills that helped me capture 
seven World titles were intact, and I used them all. 

Luger, on the other hand, had no skills. He was a 
plodding menace, a stiff, musclebound fireplug— 
the type of wrestler I’ve lunched on throughout my 
career. Wrestling is wonderful in the ironic way it 
renders muscles useless. My physique never made 
a centerfold, yet many polls have touted Harley 
Race as the greatest wrestler in the last half-century. 

Luger should have been easy, yet we wrestled to 
a double-disqualification. I put moves on Luger that 
would have ruined men with five times his expen- 
ence, yet he survived. How did he survive? It 
wasn’t his great strength, though it helped, and I 
came to respect it that night. It wasn’t his ring 
savvy, which was non-existent. 

I'll tell you what it was: It was his soul, the very 
thing he’s been criticized for years as lacking. 

Lex Luger has championship instincts—instincts 
that cannot be taught. It’s a subtle instinct that al- 


12 / Wrestling 91 


Harley Race says WCW World champion Lex 
Luger still hasn’t shown all his potential. 


lows you to escape from a Harley 
- Race vertical suplex with your 

life. It is a championship gene 

that allowed Luger to earn a dou- 
ble-disqualifi-cation in our match. 

He did not know what he was 

doing in the ring the night we 

wrestled. 

I said afterward I wouldn't 
want to have to wrestle him in 
five years. But as I watched him 
over the years, I was shocked by 

¢ 9 his stubborn refusal to improve. 
re | Especially against Flair. You see 
eG ‘ Flair is part of my fraternity, and I 
ascites knew Luger could never beat 
him—without proper guidance. 

It requires a great talent to rec- 
ognize a great talent. 1 am not a manager, though 
my experience with Luger has proven me quite 
capable. I consented to advise Luger because of 
the responsibility I have to the fraternity of truly 
great wrestlers of which I am a part. With my assis- 
tance, Lex Luger won his first world championship. 
I suggest wrestling fans get accustomed to the 
sight of Lex Luger as World champion. It’s a role 
he will assume for many years to come. 

While title belts are an easy validation of a wres- 
tler’s worth, I am more interested in seeing how 
good Lex Luger can become. My concem is not of 
the present; I’m wondering where his name will 
eventually appear in wrestling’s history. Alongside 
mine, perhaps? Doubtful. But somewhere not too 
far below would make me very proud. 

My biggest concem, really, is in the quality of his 
opponents. Great champions need great oppo- 
nents. If Sting could shut up long enough, he might 
prove to be a worthy challenger. Otherwise, Luger 
may have to go overseas for a while. For now, 
we're only sure of one thing: Lex Luger is an artis- 
tic work in progress. Enjoy it while you can. [] 
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WRESTLEWAR '91 
WAR GAMES WVEW/ 


Two rings completely 
covered by a steel cage! 
Only the strong will 
survive! The WCW 
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Mat fans will experience 
action like never before! 
Get your ringside seat 
for all the spills and 
thrills as Ted DiBiase 
takes on Magnum T.A., 
The Sheepherders & 
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BASH ‘86 
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summer of '86! High- 
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$19.95/@90 min. 
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include: NWA champ Ric 
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Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a 
scaffold;"First Blood" 
match: Rhodes vs. 
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vs. Big Bubba; Rock 'n 
Rolls vs. Anderson ina 
cage; Jones vs. Valiant. 
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CROSSFIRE 
P.N. NEWS 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: We're excited 
to welcome the rapping new- 
comer, P.N. News, to 
“Crossfire.” P.N. certainly has 
WCW fans clapping their hands 
and tapping their feet to a 
sound we haven't heard before. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Excuse me, 
Bill Van Winkle, but rap has 
been around for 10 years— 
about the time you grew your 
last hair. The sounds that 
emerge from this P.N. News 
have yet to be determined. 

P.N. NEWS: My rhymes will 
adapta the holy name of 
Apter/But not to Eddie with the 
brains of confetti. 

EE: If he’s going to rap—or 
whatever that noise he makes is 
called—then I’m leaving this 
interview. 

PNN: Don’t go away mad; 
just go away. 

EE: That’s Motley Crue, a 
name change your girth can ac- 
commodate and you should 
consider. 

BA: I thought you liked rap 
music. 

EE: I do. When the sounds 
and lyrics are articulated from 
the experience of urban poets 
like Public Enemy and N.W.A. 
and Ice T; not from this walking 
billboard for Cholesterol 
Anonymous. 

BA: We can’t deny three 
things: P.N. News is making 
Promoters very happy by the 
way he’s putting fans in the 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Ai ' 
P.N. News has quickly become one of WCW’s 
top stars. 


seats. The man can wrestle; the 
“broken record” is one of the 
most nveting moves in wres- 
tling. And he’s refreshingly sin- 
cere in his attitude; he says 
what’s on his mind. 

EE: So does Saddam Hussein. 
As for the other two things, it’s a 
sad reflection on wrestling fans 
that P.N.’s limp raps excite 
them. And the “broken record” 
is no different from anyone 
else’s big splash, except for an 
increase in tonnage. 

PNN: I do the splash for the 
cash/Respect my charge be- 
cause P.N. News is living 
large. 

EE: I’m outta here. I must 
protect what little is left of my 
professional reputation. Hope 


you're not taking him to lunch 
on your expense account, Bill. 
You won't have any money left 
over for gummy bears. 

PNN: Yo, homeslice; don’t 
dis me like this. I’ll can the rap 
just for you. Sometimes I can’t 
help myself. The rhyme is in 
my heart. 

EE: By carrying 402 pounds, 
your. heart is working overtime 
as it is, pal. Answer me this: 
What do you spend more time 
practicing, your ring skills or 
your singing? 

PNN: I don’t need to spend 
much time on my ring skills. 

EE: That’s obvious. 

PNN: I am a superior physi- 
cal specimen. My goal is to en- 
ergize the crowd out of the ring 
so they can energize me when 
I’m in the ring. We work to- 
gether like a_ well-oiled 
machine. 

EE: More like fried chicken 
and mashed potatoes. 

BA: Hey, Eddie, I'd watch 
what I say about this guy. 

EE: I am so sick and tired of 
you bringing cartoon characters 
to “Crossfire” and being forced 
to treat them like professional 
athletes. This guy shakes and 
waddles and barks out a few 
rhymes, and suddenly he calls 
himself a wrestler and an artist, 
when he is an embarrassment 
to both fields. 

PNN: Keep up the dis/You 

(Continued on page 50) 


“My goal is to energize the crowd 
out of the ring so they can energize 
me when I’m in the ring.”’ 


USWA Souther titlist Eric Embry’s flying piledriv- 
er is made possible by his deceptive strength. 


I cap oa ae 


SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 91 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s “‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 


featured wrestlers 


ERIC EMBRY 


SPEED: It's hard to believe, but at one time Embry ranked among the 
sport's swiftest men. When he teamed with Ken Timbs as The Fabulous 
Blonds in the early-’80s, Embry used his natural speed to race past bigger 
teams such as The Sheepherders. However, Embry has changed physically 
since those days, and he’s become strictly an onthe-mat wrestler. His 
advancing bulk has deprived Embry of his greatest asset, C 

and that’s a shame. a 


STRENGTH: Although the complete Embry package has become slov- 
enly, his added poundage seems to have increased his strength. USWA fans 
are stunned everytime the Kentucky native lifts his opponents onto the top 
tumbuckle to execute his flying piledriver, one of the sport's most danger- 
ous maneuvers. In fact, Embry is one of the few non-superheavyweights 
with the natural strength to even contemplate such a move. One reason 
Embry has been able to hold his Southem title for so long is B 

because of his deceiving power. + 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Even those who hate Embry are 
quick to point out that he is a technical wrestling master, capable of using 
virtually every hold known to the sport. Recently, in a savage battle against 
Bill Dundee where both men were bleeding following a hideous out-ofring 
brawl, Embry pinned the “Superstar” by using a simple inside cradle. The 
manuever stunned Dundee, who expected something more 

devious—but that “split” personality is part of the Embry A 
mystique. + 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Two years ago, Embry was a lean fight- 
ing machine that saved the USWA from a takeover bid by Tojo Yamamoto 
and Skandor Akbar. Today, Yamamoto is Embry’s manager—and Embry is 
starting to resemble the Adrian Adonis of 1987. When Embry began his 
career 10 years ago, he weighed just over 200 pounds. He recently weighed 
in at nearly 260 pounds—and none of the new bulk was in the right places. 
He clearly needs to trim that excess, because it's beginning 

to affect his stamina greatly. C = 


RING INTELLIGENCE: tts hard to fathom why Embry believes he 
needs a manager, Embry rarely listens to Yamamoto—in fact, it's Tojo who 
follows Embry’s instructions most of the time. Few stars in any federation are 
able to come up with the kind of superior game plans that Embry does 
against each opponent. And, whether one would term this “intelligence” or 
not, nobody gets himself intentionally disqualified more than B 

Embry does (in defense of his Southem belt). te 


OVERALL GRADE: Embry proved to be one of the toughest men to 
grade of any recent “Scouting Report.” He’s a master at some skills, but his 
advancing weight and poor attitude made it impossible for us to give him 
any more than a mediocre grade in two categories. However, Embry is still 
a winner, one of the hardest men to beat in the sport, and a tue USWA 
superstar. But we can’t help but think back to two years ago, B 
when you could admire Embry as well as respect him. 
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INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s current events? How about a technical 
question regarding the rules of the sport? In each issue, Wrestling 91’s research department will provide the 


I understand that WCW 
QO: dropped its designation of the 
. tag team title in 1989. How did this 
come about?—Tim Alston, Minneapo- 
lis, MN 
A: On February 28, 1989, Eddie 
m Gilbert and Rick Steiner defeat- 
ed Kevin Sullivan and Steve Williams 


to win the U.S. tag team title in Colum- } 


bia, South Carolina. Gilbert and Steiner 
defended the belts for several months, 
after which Gilbert began to express a 
desire to compete as a single. At that 
point, Rick Steiner also was more in- 
terested in forming a tag team with his 
brother, Scott, than in defending the 
U.S. belts. When Steiner and Gilbert 
retumed the U.S. belts to WCW, the 
Officials decided to end their sanction 
of the title. However, when WCW be- 
came well-stocked with quality teams 
a year later, the officials decided to 
reinstate the title. Tom Zenk and Brian 
Pillman won a tournament final over 
Jim Garvin and Michael Hayes to cap- 
ture the revived U.S. tag team champi- 
onship on February 12, 1990, in 
Rainesville, Alabama. 
g Has Randy Savage ever wres- 
mtled his brother, Lanny Poffo? If 
so, who won?—jJames Perry, South 
Beach, OR 
g lhe Poffo brothers did compete 
Bagainst each other on several 
occasions, with Savage winning most 
of those bouts. Their most notable en- 
counter, held in an empty Mid-South 
Coliseum in late-1984, was detailed in 
the Spring 1985 edition of this maga- 
zine. When the editors proposed the 
idea to Savage and Poffo, they agreed 
to the match, reluctantly. As Poffo ad- 
mitted, “We'd like to do it, but we’re 
not sure how it’s gonna tur out.” 
However, the brothers would not com- 
pete in the match unless Jerry Lawler 
was assigned as referee. Tempers 
flared between the brothers through- 
out the course of the half-hour bout, 
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answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


When Randy Savage wrestled his brother, Lanny 
Poffo, Jerry Lawler called the bout a draw. 


but the match remained scientific. 
With both men on the brink of exhaus- 
tion, Lawler stopped the match and 
declared it a draw. 


g You answered a question about 

Bthe USWA Southem title in the 
1991 issue, but 'm confused about 

the history of the other USWA belts. 
How did the USWA singles and tag 
team titles originate? Also, is the 
USWA Texas title the same as the old 
CWA title?—Betty Dappen, Austin TX 
g both the USWA singles and tag 
steam titles were originally the 
World Class singles and tag team ti- 
tles, but were renamed when World 
Class officially became the USWA in 
1989. The singles belt was originally 
called the World Class American title, 
but was upgraded to World Class’ top 
title (promoted in Texas as the World 
Class “World” title) on February 20, 
1986. The USWA Texas title was also 
formerly the World Class Texas title, 
but is a revised version of that champi- 
onship. The original USWA Texas title 
was suspended in August 1990 when 
the USWA ceased promoting cards in 


the Dallas-Ft. Worth area. When the 
USWA returned to the Dallas Sporta- 
torlum in December 1990, a tourna- 
ment was held to fill the vacant title, 
which was won by “Superstar” Bill 
Dundee. 
I was always a big fan of female 
Q: wrestler Joyce Grable in the ’60s 
70s, but now I understand that 
another lady grappler named Judy 
Grable was a top star of the *50s and 
60s? Were these women related? 
How does ’50s star Dr. Lee Grable re- 
late to them?—Tom Tammonds, Utica, 
NY 
g No, the women were not relat- 
med, and it was a problem that 
plagued both wrestlers for years. “I 
had a hard time getting matches for a 
while, because some promoters 
thought I was a lot older than I was,” 
recalls Joyce with a laugh today. “It 
took some time before people realized 
I was a rookie and not a veteran!” 
Grable still dons the tights for occa- 
sional bouts in the Georgia area. Dr. 
Lee Grable, long famous as the 
“Wrestling Hypnotist” throughout the 
50s, was not related to either woman. 
Q: understand that “Tennessee 
mStud” Robert Fuller, who holds 
e USWA tag team title with Jeff 
Jarrett, had an older brother, Robert, 
who also was a wrestler. Now I’ve 
been told that the brothers had a fa- 
ther who also competed. Who was he, 
and did he hold any championships? — 
Marty Smith, Louisville, KY 
g Ron and Robert Fuller are not 
monly second-generation _ stars, 
but in reality, they’re third-generation 
competitors as well. Their father, Bud- 
dy Fuller, was one of the top Mid- 
South stars of the ‘50s and 60s, hold- 
ing the old NWA _ Southem 
championship and many other region- 
al belts. Before that, Buddy Fuller’s fa- 
ther, Roy Welch, was also a successful 
pro grappler and promoter. 0 
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#1 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘88 
THE PRICE FOR FREEDOM 


The controversial Bash tour 
heats up as Ric Flair & Lex 
Luger go at it In Baltimore. Also 
Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S. 
title; triple cage "Tower of 
Doom" featuring Russian 
Assassin |, lvan Koloff, Perez, 
Rotundo, & Sullivan vs. Road 
Warriors, Garvins & Williams; 
Fantastics vs. Midnights; 
Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita 
Koloff & Sting. 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 
#4 CAPITAL COMBAT '90 


The NWA's greatest wrestlers 
converge in Washington D.C., 
for a Congress of Capital 
Combat! Sting vs. Robocop 
make a special appearance to 
watch six-time champ Ric Flair & 
Lex Luger in a steel cage for the 
Championship. Aso: The 
Steiners vs. Doom; Fly'n Brian & 
Z-Man vs. Midnight Express, 
Rock 'n Roll's etc. 


$39.95@120min/Turner 


#8 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
Go VOL.1 new!!! 


Pro wrestling the way it was! 
Buddy "Nature boy” Rogers vs. 
Pat O'Connor in the 1961 classic 
bout. Antonino Rocca & Miguel 
Perez vs. Skull Murphy & Karl 
Von Hess. June Byers vs. Betty 
Hawkins. Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Pepper Gomez & more! 


24. 95/@60 | min. 
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Pledées send me the following videos: 
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VIDEOS 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
89 
THE GLORY DAYS 


NWA champ Ric Flair comes 
back from a broken neck to 
wrestle former champ Terry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battles Rick Steamboat. Also: 
Sting vs. Muta; War Games; a 
battle of wits turns to a battle of 
fists when Paul E. Dangerously 
rumbles with Jim Cornette; plus 
much more! 


$39.95/120 min./Turner 
#5 HALLOWEEN HAVOC ‘89 


A brutal night of devilish 
destruction! Ric Flair wants to 
permanately settle the score 
against Terry Funk. Together 
with Flair's powerhouse partner, 
Sting, the two great heavyweight 
pros treat Funk & The Great Muta 
to some monstrous portions of 
punishment! Also: Lex Luger, 
Thr Road Warriors, The Samoan 
Swat Team, The Skyscrapers, 
The Freebirds and many more! 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#2 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
> VOL.2 new!!! 


Gorgeous George vs. Jesse 
James. Antonino Rocca vs. 
Johnny Valentine. Six-man Tag 
Team Match: The Fabulous 
Kangaroos & Dr. Jerry Graham 
vs. Antonino Rocca, Miguel 
Perez & Ricki Starr. Killer Kow- 
alski vs.Edouard Carpentier 

& more! 


$14.95/@60 min, 


Price 


TOTAL 
(Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape for 
air mail delivery. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL, only NTSC. 
Defective tapes may be returned for a duplicate tape.) 
SEND COMPLETED ORDER TO: T.V.SPORTS VIDEO INC. 


1-3 videos - $3.00 
4-7 videos - $6.00 
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#3GREAT AMERICAN BASH \ 


90 

NEW REVOLUTION 
Sting, back in action ina 
wrestling revolution as the 
greatest stars from the NWA 
battle the new young aggres- 
sors! Sting in a great 
comeback against Ric Flair for 
the championship. Also: Doom 
vs. Rock'n Roll Express, Mean 
Mark vs. Lex Luger, Southern 
Boys, etc. 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#6 HALLOWEEN HAVOC '90 
TERROR RULES THE RING 
In a terrorizing bout, Sting 
defends his title against Sid 
Vicious. Ric Flair teams up with 
Arn Anderson to attemp to 
dethrone Doom for the World 
Tag Team title. Lex Luger & 
Stan Hansen pound each other 
for the U.S. Championship title. 
In a destructive match for the 
U.S. Tag Team title: Steiner 
Brothers vs. Nasty Boys! 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#10 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
| VOL.3 new!!! 


Buddy Rogers, Handsome 
Johnny Barend & Magnificent 
Maurice vs. Bobo Brazil, 
"Calypso Kid" Dory Dixon & 
Sailor Art Thomas, Tolos 
Brothers vs. Bob Nador & Chet 
Wallick, Ed Carpentier vs. Skull 
Murphy, Yukon Eric vs. Fritz Von 
Erich, Bulldog Brower vs. 
Bearcat Wright & more! 


$14. 95/@60 min. 


TRO (RIC os. PRNAE YON DiC 
} 


is ’ 


#7 STARRCADE '90 
IGP COLLISION COURSE new!!! 


Sting vs. The Black Scorpion! 
Who will prove victorious in the 
first ever Tag Team Champion- 
ship of the Universe, featuring 
Tag Teams from around the 
globe going to a face to face ina 
tournament of universal impact! 
Can Lex Luger hold on to the 
U.S. heavyweight belt when he 
battle Stan Hansen? Also: 
Doom vs. Ric Flair &Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#11 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
o> VOL.4 newilll 


The Fabulous Kangaroos vs 
Moose Cholak & Mighty Atlas, 
Bruno Sammartino vs. Hans 
Schmidt, Dr. Jerry & Eddie 
Graham vs. Antonino Rocca & 
Miguel Perez, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard vs. The Bavarian 
Boys, Bobo Brazil vs. Ski Hi Lee. 


$14. 95/@60 min. 


For Visa & MasterCard orders o1 only call 1 1-800-729-0360 


CO Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make checks 
payable to T.V.Sports Video Inc.) 


Visa or MasterCard # 


Exp. date: month 
Name 


Address 


City 


P.O 
GREENWICH, CT 06836 


State 


year 


Apt. # 


Zip 


NO C.0O.D.'S! 


BEST BET 


TOMMY SEABOLT 


Facts & Figures 

Age: 27 

Height: 5°11” 

Hometown: Tampa, FL 

Biggest Match: March 7, 1990; 
teamed with Tommy Angel to beat 
Colt Steele and L.A. Stephens for the 
Atlantic Coast tag team title 
immediate Goal: “The sheen of the 
South Atlantic tag team belts has been 
tarnished by the new champions, The 
Storm Troopers. Tommy and | want to 
get those belts back and restore honor 
to the title.” 

Long-Range Goal: “Tommy and! 
have looked at both the WWF and 
WCW, and we feel that we're just as 
good as most of the top teams there. 
Our long-range goal is to enter these 
organizations, go all the way to the 
top, and win the tag|team titles in both 
leagues.”’ 
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If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Who did Rick Marte! defeat to win the AWA 
World title (1984) 

1) Jumbo Tsuruta 

2) [van Koloff 

3) Stan Hansen 

4) Larry Zbyszko 

Which of these wrestlers was notin 
Bodyslam? 

1) Roddy Piper 

2) Barbarian 

3) Warlord 


True or False: Ted DiBiase’s parents were 
both professional wrestlers. 

Ti : : He go 
2 False Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 


Which of the following wrestlers did not at- questions correctly and you can 


tend West Texas State University? 
1) Tito Santana 
2) Wahoo McDaniel! 
3) Barry Windham 
4) Dusty Rhodes 


What 21-year-old was the youngest man 4 


ever to hold the NWA World title? 
1) Tommy Rich 

2) Kerry Von Erich 

3) Lou Thesz 

4) Dory Funk Jr. 


How did you do? 
If you’re up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 


want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and go for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-288-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as often as you like. The contest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
restriction to participate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C, London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entries are available by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 374, Guilford, CT 06437-0374. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions 
correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling 
illustrated Weekly. The cover price value of an one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


STEVE 


WILLIAMS 


HERE IS A long tradition of football players 

becoming professional wrestlers, stretching 
way back to the days of Bronko Nagurski, the Chi- 
cago Bears’ standout who went on to win the NWA 
World title. More recently, “Big Cat’’ Erie Ladd 
and Wahoo McDaniel had great careers in the NFL 
before going on to wrestling stardom. 

The tradition continues in two of today’s greatest 
stars, “Dr. Death” Steve Williams and Ron Simmons, 
who were standouts on the gndiron before entering 
the squared circle. At Oklahoma University, a col- 
lege football powerhouse, Williams was a highly 
regarded offensive guard. Simmons is considered 
by many to have been the greatest defensive line- 
man in the history of Florida State University. 

At 61”, 265 pounds, “Dr. Death” is regarded as 
one of the most powerful men in the sport, and one 
of the toughest. In a celebrated 1985 incident, Wil- 
liams received 108 stitches in his nght eye in an 
afternoon match, then went out that night and wres- 
tled again. Currently, Williams holds the UWF TV 
title, which he won in a tournament final over 
Bam Bam Bigelow on June 9, 1991, in Palmetto, 
Florida. 
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vs. 


Simmons may not be a champion, but he’s cur- 
rently the number-one contender to Lex Luger's 
WCW Wozrld title. The five-year veteran is a former 
WCW World tag team champion (with Butch Reed) 
and a former Flonda champion. At 62”, 260 
pounds, the “All-American” boasts a stellar phy- 
sique, and a singlemindedness of purpose that is 
compelling to watch. 

A battle between these two fine competitors 
would be a fight not only for wrestling glory, but 
for college pride. Both men are proud of their 
schools. Florida State is so proud of Simmons that 
they have retired his number 50. For years, Wil- 
liams competed with the Oklahoma University in- 
signia on his trunks. 

A meeting between them anytime soon is unlike- 
ly. As Williams travels the globe defending the 
UWF TV belt, Simmons strives for the WCW World 
title. 

But on these pages, anything is possible. Wil- 
liams and Simmons can meet... “Head to Head.” 
The four experts we have commissioned have their 
own distinct opinions regarding the outcome of 
such an encounter. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


JIM ROSS 
I don’t get to see Williams much anymore, 
but I saw him almost every day back in the 
mid-'80s, when Doc competed in the old 
UWF and I was the commentator there. 
You're talking about two young men blessed 
not only with a temendous amount of wres- 
tling talent, but an incredible toughness of 
spirit. 
I'm a big follower of college football, and 
believe me, both Williams and Simmons are 
. very highly regarded by people in the know. 
Their erobrenices on the football field—both physical and mental— 
help them immensely in the ring. They both possess outstanding 
shouldertackles, capable of knocking their opponents clear out of the 
ring. And, as one would expect, their power moves, like bodyslams 
and spinecrushers, are second to none. 

At the start of the bout, I imagine they would both start off very 
slowly, trying to feel each other out for the first few moments. This 
strategy makes sense, since they’re comparable in size. 

After the feeling-out period, Doc would make the first move with a 
flurry of punches and kicks, perhaps even trying to knock Simmons out 
to the arena floor. It wouldn't take long for Ron to recover, though, and 
he would charge at Doc furiously, felling him with a shoulderblock or 
maybe a clothesline. 

For the next several minutes, it would go like that, power vs, power. 
The tuming point would come when Williams loses his temper, some- 
thing I’ve seen him do frequently. After almost getting a three-count, 
Doc would start arguing violently with the referee, and Ron would 
sneak up on him and gain the pin. 

WCW announcer Jim Ross is regarded as one of the most knowl- 
edgeable play-by-play men in the sport. 


WAHOO McDANIEL 
In all my years around the sport, I've seen 
a lot of big guys come around the sport with 
a whole bunch of crazy gimmicks to get at- 
tention for themselves. That's why Simmons 
and Williams impress me. They're just two, 
big, old tough bears who get in the ning and 
do the job, with no frills. 
Both these men compliment their power 
with technical skill, and that’s impressive. 
They refuse to rely solely on their strength, 
which is formidable. If they don’t knock you 
out, they surely have the capability of outwrestling all but the most 
scientifically inclined competitors. 

But starting out, they would toss that science out the window and just 
charge at each other with all guns blazing. After all, these guys don't 
like to fool around, they are out to win. 

Though they both weigh about the same, Williams is stronger than 
Simmons, not by much, but just enough to make a difference. I mean, 
you're talking about a man who once pressed 289-pound Terry Gordy 
over his head eight times! And if we're talking psychology, you just 
know Simmons is well-aware of Doc’s feat. He'll do all he can to avoid 
being embarrassed like Gordy was. 

I can see both of these great warriors locked up in the center of the 
ring, and then with one mighty thrust, Doc would flatten Simmons with 
a high vertical suplex. Doc would nearly get the three-count, then 
follow up with a couple of big kneedrops to the chest. Simmons might 
be lucky enough to roll out of the way of one of them, but eventually, 
after a real hard-fought, close battle, Doc would put Simmons’ shoul- 
ders to the mat for the one-two-three. 

Wahoo McDaniel, who played pro football with four teams, is 
considered by many to be the greatest Indian wrestler of all-time. 


BILL WATTS 

When I was president of the UWF, I recall 
many matches in which I thought “Dr. Death” 
was done for the night, then he’d tum it 
around with an amazing comeback. After a 
while, it wasn’t amazing anymore. 

I haven't been actively involved in the 
sport for a while, but I have seen Simmons 
wrestle, and he’s very impressive. Aside from 
being solid as a rock, he gives his all 
everytime he steps through the ropes. 

If I were promoting, I'd be proud to have 
this tussle as the main event. Both these men could easily be world 
champions. In fact, I consider them more capable than a lot of these 
so-called world champions, in any federation. I’m sure that both Doc 
and Ron will be world singles champs in due time. 

They're comparable in power, so I'd expect to see a good amount of 
technical grappling at the outset. Nothing fancy, mind you; don’t ex- 
pect either of these fellows to execute flying bodypresses or such. 
That’s not their style. They both prefer the grind-it-out-on-the-mat stuff. 

It wouldn’t take long, though, for this one to tum into a slugfest, and 
not necessarily because one man or the other has rulebreaking tenden- 
cies. Frustration over not getting the job done cleanly would become 
anger and that would lead to punches being thrown. I tmly don't 
believe that either man in his heart wants to break the rules. It would 
just happen that way. 

Maybe they'd both calm down some, maybe not, but I do think the 
match would end in the ring. I see Doc surprising Simmons with a 
fistdrop from the second rope that hits Simmons right between the 
eyes. The match would end soon after that. 

Former wrestler and promoter Bill Watts was one of the most 
skilled wrestlers of his day. 


LEX LUGER 

Hey, I'm glad Wrestling 9] asked the “To- 
tal Package” to predict an outcome for this 
one. After defending the WCW World title 
night after night against the toughest men in 
WCW, I could use a good laugh, 

But before the comedy commences, I'll be 
serious. These are two great athletes, abso- 

, lutely no question about it. In that regard, I 
have no choice but to grant them at least a 
modicum of respect. 

: 3 Now here’s where I laugh. They both have 
deluded fhictibelees into believing they have all it takes to win a world 
title. In other words, they think they can achieve the level of greatness 
I've succeeded in reaching. 

Fat chance! Neither of the big lummoxes will win a world belt, 
because they're both too dumb. They have the skills, but they don't 
have the brains. That's why they're stuck on that level below me. 

At least it would be amusing seeing these two square off, like 
watching two plodding dinosaurs slogging through the mud. They'd 
both take four to give one, and what kind of strategy is that? 

Then the spectacle would become even more amusing, as they tried 
to give each other armdrags and dropkicks. Man, | think I'd be laugh- 
ing so hard the tears would be blinding me. They'd be tripping over 
their own two feet. 

Unable to do a darn thing in the ring, they'd take their litle skinnish 
out to the floor and crack each other's bones with tables and chairs. At 
the count of nine, Simmons would drag his carcass back into the ring 
and Doc would get counted out, ending a pathetic encounter. 

WCW World champion Lex Luger has also held the WCW U.S. title 
on four separate occasions and is a three-time former Southern 
champion. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 


Each of these spectacular year-end is- 
sues is 100 pages in length—packed with 
full-color_—with full details of the 
“Achievement Awards” for the year just 
ended. Plus, you get special features like 
the “PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” 
“Unofficial Official Awards,” ‘‘Predic- 
tions,’ and more. AVAILABLE: March 
1988 (1987 in review), March 1989 (1988 
in review), March 1990 (1989 in review), 
March 1991 (1990 in review). 


special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


SUPERCARDS 

The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,’ and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania Il, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock ’86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup ll, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 


he el Rs | 


T.V. SPORTS 
| BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


i Please send me the special Pro Wrestling Illustrated back issues | have checked. 
| | enclose $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


NAME 
| ADDRESS 
| 

| city 


: 
j STATE 


ZIP 


| All other countries $7 per issue ordered (Int'l money order only). Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


es 


ILLUSTRATED 


C)September 1986 
September 1987 
CiDecember 1987 
(March 1988 
OiSeptember 1988 
CiMarch 1989 
CiSeptember 1989 
(March 1990 
[March 1991 


Total amount enclosed 


In case of sellout, please indicate 
substitute issue: | 


SCOREBOARD 


HULK HOGAN & THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
VS. SGT. SLAUGHTER, GEN. ADNAN, & COL. MUSTAFA 


double-teaming, Justice stepped 
in and exerted his authority. Con- 
versely, he showed no favoritism 
toward the fan favorites, arguing 
with Hogan or Wamior if they 
professed a problem with Sid’s 
particular brand of justice. 

Despite a two-on-three disad- 
vantage, Hulk and the Warrior 
mightily swung the match in their 
wm favor. As Wamor chased Adnan 

" and Mustafa back to the dressing 
room, Hogan threw a handful of 
, powder in Slaughter’s face, clob- 
bered him with a characteristic 
" legdrop, and scored the pin at 
oy? the 12:40 mark. 
by. Flush with victory, Hogan invit- 
ed Justice to join him in a pose- 

: E down, perhaps signaling the start 
Warrior blasts Mustafa of a new alliance. 

This long-awaited encounter Paina 
was SummerSlam ’91’s ‘Match 
Made In Hell,” a bout that was an 
outgrowth of the ‘Hulkster’s” 
feud with the maniacal Slaughter. 
Interestingly enough, it was also 
a match in which every pattici- 
pant but Adnan held or once 
held the WWF World title. But 
titles were the furthest thing from 
these men’s minds. 

Special referee for the main 
event was fearsome Sid Justice, 
the man who made such an enor- 
mous impact on the federation 
upon his arrival several months 
ago. In the weeks before the 
match, Justice had swom repeat- 
edly that he would be a fair and < 
impartial arbiter. ¥ 

Moments into the bout, it be- 
came clear that Justice would 
keep his promise. Whenever 
Slaughter’s selfstyled “Triangle ae. 
of Terror” engaged in excessive Hogan makes Slaughter take a powder. . . literally 


* 
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SCOREBOARD 


BOB ORTON VS. LARRY SHARPE 


Fans at Camden County Col- 
lege in Blackwood, New Jersey, 
were privileged to witness the fi- 
nal match in the career of “Pretty 
Boy” Larry Sharpe, wrestler, man- 
ager, and owner of the famous 
“Monster Factory” wrestling 
school, whose graduates include 
Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Sharpe’s foe in his swan song 
was the crafty “Cowboy” Bob 
Orton, who for this match was 
managed by Bulldog Brower, an 
old-timer who proudly built his 
reputation on mat mayhem. 
Brower was determined to help 
Orton make Sharpe’s final match 
a memorable one, for all the 
wrong reasons. 

Right from the start, Sharpe 
demonstrated his credentials for 


——— 


Orton works on the arm 
running a wrestling school. He 
kept Orton on the mat with an 
array of armlocks, chicken-wing 
suplexes, and other technical ma- 
neuvers that frustrated the “Cow- 
boy,” who himself has made 


Ae LPR 
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Sharpe looks sharp—and gets the pin 


quite a career on _ scientific 
wrestling. 

As the match went on, 
Brower’s anger over events in the 
ring became more and more visi- 
ble. Peeved that Orton wasn’t 
getting the job done to his satis- 
faction, Brower literally took mat- 
ters into his own hands, taking a 
chair from ringside and jumping 
up onto the ring apron. 

When Brower gave the signal, 
Orton grabbed Sharpe and 
brought him over to the manager. 
Bulldog took a lusty swing at 
Sharpe with the chair, but Sharpe 
ducked and Brower instead hit 
Orton. As Brower cursed his bad 
luck, Sharpe covered the groggy 
Orton for the pin. He had gone 
out a winner. ; 


SCOREBOARD 


LEX LUGER VS. BARRY WINDHAM 


When “Total Package” Lex 
Luger defeated Barry Windham 
at the Baltimore Great American 
Bash to capture the vacant WCW 
World title, he vowed that he 
would be a fighting champion, 
and said he was quite willing to 
grant Windham rematches. One 
of those repeat encounters took 
place at Philadelphia’s Civic 
Center. 

This was one encounter, 
though, that had a very unusual 
beginning. After Sting had 
pinned Cactus Jack in the previ- 
ous match, Luger’s adviser, Har- 
ley Race, and his bodyguard, Mr. 
Hughes, came to the ring and 
started beating on Sting. When 
Windham ran down to help the 
“Stinger,” Race and Hughes redi- 


rected their fury at Windham. 
Then Ron Simmons came out and 
chased Luger’s cohorts out of the 
ring. Finally, Luger and Simmons 
exchanged words, Simmons left 
the ring, and the Luger-Windham 
encounter was underway, with a 
battered Windham already at a 
disadvantage. 

Despite what he had just been 
through, Windham gave the “To- 
tal Package” an extremely tough 
match. Race quickly realized that 
if his man hoped to retain the 
title, he would need a hand. At 
one point, when Luger had 
Windham in a leglock, Race held 
Luger's hands and pulled him to 
give the leglock added effective- 
ness. It was a typical part of 
Race’s game plan. 


Windham presses Luger 

Windham was unable to 
counter the effects of Race, but 
he continued to give Luger trou- 
ble. However, Luger still cheated 
his way to victory, pinning Wind- 
ham with an inside cradle, while 
holding his trunks. 


The “Total Package”’ suplexes his on-again, off-again rival 
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SCOREBOARD 


THE BEVERLY BROTHERS VS. 
MARTY JANNETTY & JIM POWERS 


The Beverlys’ confidence was 
well-founded. Jannetty and Pow- 
ers strove valiantly to mesh their 
skills, but Beau and Blake’s tac- 
tics overwhelmed them. Both Jan- 
netty and Powers are fine tag 
team wrestlers, but with different 
partners. Against the Beverlys, it 
showed. 

Jannetty and Powers did man- 
age a rally, though, dazzling their 
opponents with a series of drop- 
kicks that had them reeling to- 
ward the ropes. As effective as 
the flury was, the Beverlys 
quickly recovered, and contin- 
ued their domination of the over- 
matched pair. 

The Beverlys’ victory, achieved 
when Beau pinned Powers, was 
a message to the rest of the 
WWF's tag teams, especially 
World champions The Legion of 
Doom. Beau and Blake, despite 
all the posing and preening, are 
contenders, and they won't be 
denied a title opportunity. 


Tae 


Jannetty bends Beau 


With his Rockers partner, 
Shawn Michaels, sidelined with 
an injury, Marty Jannetty hooked 
up with Jim Powers to take on 
The Beverly Brothers at The Pal- 
ace in Aubum Hills, Michigan. 

Beau and Blake Beverly, who 
have since taken on “Genius” 
Lanny Poffo as their manager, 
have done quite well since enter- 
ing the WWF several months 
ago. The duo, who in 1989 won 
the AWA tag team title as The 
Destruction Crew, were confi- 
dent that with their precise team- 
work, they would gamer a win 
over a team that hasn’t been to- i 
gether for very long. Beau knows double-teaming, and so does Blake 
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SCOREBOARD 


ARN ANDERSON & LARRY ZBYSZKO VS. 
RICK STEINER & BILL KAZMAIER 


This main event at WCW’s 


Clash of the Champions XVI was | 


the final of the World tag team 
title tournament, which was made 
necessary when Rick and Scott 
Steiner were forced to vacate the 
title in July. It was expected to be 
a tremendous back-and-forth tus- 


sle, but Anderson and Zbyszko— »” 
known as The Enforcers—found | 
a way to tilt the odds dramatically | 


in their favor. 
Earlier in the evening, 


Kazmaier was in the midst of a | 


strength demonstration when The 
Enforcers struck, blasting 
Kazmaier in the ribs with a bar- 
bell plate. Anderson and Zbyszko 
were convinced that their dirty 
deed had left Steiner without a 


The new champs rejoice 


partner for the title match, forcing 
him to forfeit and thereby giving 
them the belts. 

Kazmaier, however, refused to 
abandon his partner. With his 
ribs heavily bandaged and in ob- 
vious pain, “The World’s Stron- 
gest Man” made his way to the 
ring for the final. 

But despite his courage, 
Kazmaier was totally ineffective, 
his injury preventing him from 
executing even the simplest ma- 
neuver without a wince. As ea- 
ger as Rick was to do battle, he 
couldn’t stop The Enforcers’ on- 
slaught by himself. Zbyszko and 
Anderson hadn’t gotten the for- 
feit, but they had done enough 
damage for their plan to work.) 
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INTERVIEW 91 


BILLY JACK HAYNES 


Many fans feared it was too good to last, and it was. After months of vicious rulebreaking in the Pa- 
cific Northwest, strongman Billy Jack Haynes left the organization early in 1991 and headed for the 
newly created Universal Wrestling Federation. 
For PNW fans, Haynes’ departure was like a breath of fresh air. Not only had the full-nelson special- 
ist injured several wrestlers with his dangerous hold, he even had the nerve to attack aging Portland 
promoter Don Owen, Actually, Haynes didn’t so much leave Portland as much as he was forced out 


by angry officials and fans. 


After that, it was believed that Haynes had finally seen the error of his ways. When he made his 
UWF debut, he challenged nuilebreakers such as Ivan Koloff and Ken Patera to matches, and bested 
the veterans by using his superior strength—and using it cleanly. Fans thrilled to Billy Jack's new out- 
look, but before long, Haynes was gone. 

For months, Haynes remained AWOL—until late-summer, when he reappeared in Portland. It was 
quickly clear from his fan-hating demeanor that he was in no way reformed. On August 10, Haynes of- 
fered any PNW wrestler $5,000 to break out of his powerful full-nelson within 15 seconds. 

The next week, wrestlers literally lined up to take a chance. Bobby Blair, Mike Winner, and John 
Rambo tried; all three failed. Haynes then offered the same challenge to PNW champion Steve Doll, 
but with a special stipulation: If Doll couldn’t do it, he’d have to relinquish his PNW title. Doll readily 


accepted the dare. 


It was the worst decision Doll could’ve made. Unexpectedly, Rip Oliver—formerly a close friend of 
Doll’s—blasted Steve, allowing Haynes to win the challenge and the title. Now, Haynes and Rip and 
Larry Oliver have formed “Rip’s Carry-Out Service,” and they're threatening to take out all their de- 

feated opponents on stretchers. But with Doll, Crush, and other PNW wrestlers up in arms about 

Haynes and his comrades, Billy Jack’s title reign may not last much longer. 

Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum caught up with Haynes as the hated grappler was having his luxu- 

ry Buick’s transmission serviced (at Piper's Pit Stop, ironically, which is owned and operated by 


WWF star Roddy Piper). 


WRESTLING 91: Well, here we 
are at Piper’s Pit Stop, a place 
I've always wanted to see. How 
do you feel having your tranny 
fixed at a place owned by one of 
the sport’s biggest stars—and a 
man who's still as loved as you 
used to be? 

HAYNES: Piper? A big star? 
Gimme a break, Rosenbaum! 
Hey, years ago I dominated the 
WWF, but I moved on when I 
beat everybody there—including 
Piper. 

WRESTLING 91: Oh, please! I 
remember your WWF stint in the 


mid-’80s, and I recall a much dif- 
ferent outcome. Seems to me you 
had your share of problems. In 
fact, the first time you were there, 
you left after only one match. 
HAYNES: Hey, did you come all 
the way to Portland to talk about 
ancient history, or do you want to 
get down to business? Get to the 
reason why you wanted to talk, 
or I'll toss your undersized butt in 
that grease pit over there. 
WRESTLING 91: Calm down, 
Billy. It’s just that I don’t know 
how to approach you anymore. 
Sometimes, you wrestle as clean- 


ly as anyone, like you did in the 
UWF. But lately, in Portland ... 

HAYNES: Ooh, big, bad Billy 
Jack is back busting heads! Call 
Don Owen! Call the police! Get 
him suspended! Forget it, 
chump. This is the new Billy Jack 
Haynes you're talking to. I’m big- 
ger and badder than ever before, 
and best of all, I’m the new Pacif- 
ic Northwest heayvweight chatn- 
pion. So you can cry and com- 
plain all you want to about how I 
used to be such a nice guy and 
everything, but it don’t mean 
squat to me. You see this upper 
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The brutality that PNW champion Billy Jack Haynes displays in the ring today disappoints those who 
remember him as a gentle giant of sorts. 


plate of mine? Notice all the 
missing teeth? I lost those teeth 
by getting my butt handed to me 
by the bad guys out there—the 
guys who make all the real mon- 
ey. Well, I learned a lesson from 
those wrestlers, and now I’m one 
of ’em. I got a belt, and I got 
enough money to buy and sell a 
cheap auto repair place like this 
one. Now, you tell me if I’m not 
doing the right thing. 

WRESTLING 91: I'd rather talk 
about your ridiculous full-nelson 
challenge. Sure, nobody’s been 
able to break out of it, but any- 
body can see that Steve Doll is 
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more than capable of doing so. 
That's why I was so shocked to 
see Rip Oliver—a guy everybody 
liked—get involved on your side! 
HAYNES: Hey, the Ripper is a 
career rulebreaker, except for 
the past year or so when he soft- 
ened up a little. When I informed 
the ol’ guy about how much 
money he could make as part of 
my team, he still didn’t take me 
up on my generous offer. It was 
only after I offered to make his 
kid, Larry, part of the package 
that he agreed with me. Hey, Rip 
Oliver is among the most feared 
names in Pacific Northwest wres- 


Haynes claims that listening to the fans only made 
him a chump with no chance of winning a title. 


tling history. He’s right up there 
with The Grappler and myself. So 
why should he throw away ev- 
erything he achieved just to hear 
a couple of cheers—especially 
when there was so much money 
to be made out there? So now, 
we've started our “carry-out”’ ser- 
vice. You better watch your 
snide comments, Rosenbaum, or 
youll.end up as a blue-plate 
special. 

WRESTLING 91: Hey, there’s no 
need to get too perturbed with 
me. But right now, you've not 
only got the fans howling for 
your blood, but most PNW stars 
are hankering for a shot at your 
title. Your title ... how can you 
accept a belt you didn’t even win 
in a legitimate match? 

HAYNES: Oh, I suppose you're 
all up in arms because I didn’t 
pin Doll to win the title. Big deal, 
bub. I put up the challenge, and 
Doll lost. Now he’s gonna have to 
beat me—and as the folks around 
here know, that’s a lot easier said 
than done. Ha! A little wuss like 
Doll dares to challenge me? I'll 


grind him into hamburger with 
ease. Next topic. 

WRESTLING 91: You know, to 
hear you talk like this is a real 
tragedy to me. I know all about 
your history—your very troubled 
past—and how wrestling helped 
change your life. I remember 
how the fans always rallied to 
your side not only in Portland, 
but in World Class and the 
WWF. Have you forgotten about 
that? 

HAYNES: More ancient history. 
Sure, I had it rough when I was 
growing up. Sure, I’ve overcome 
many different kinds of adversity, 
and it still hurts to think about it. 
But to sit around blubbering 
about all the crap that’s gone 
down is for losers. Instead, I’ve 
tried to make my life easy. No 


Larry Oliver is one young wrestler Haynes used to 
despise. Now they’re cohorts in a deadly alliance. 


more kowtowing to the fans. No 
more sticking by the rules. Now, 
I’m taking the easy way out. 
WRESTLING 91: Just like that? 
HAYNES: Just like that, pal. I 
don’t care who likes it or who 
doesn’t. Doll, Crush, Mike Miller, 
bring ‘em all one. Billy Jack 
Haynes is now the most power- 
ful, feared man in the Pacific : ee Sere eee oe ‘ 
Northwest—and it’s going to stay in 1985, Haynes feuded with Rip Oliver in Texas, but recently they reformed a rulebreaking alliance that 
that way for a long, long time.) _now includes Rip's son, Larry. 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


ESS THAN TWO minutes passed be- 

tween the end of the SummerSlam 
91 main event and the beginning of Sid 
Justice’s appearance in the ring with 
Hulk Hogan. But as he stood in the 
dressing room contemplating his future, 
Justice’s mind went through days, 
months, even years. 

He was about to make a decision that 
would change his wrestling career, and 
it’s no matter that Justice might have 
had the whole thing planned all along. 


When the time came, Justice had to decide how he really wanted 


to act. 


There were choices. He could go back to being Sid Vicious, the 
villainous member of The Four Horsemen who came within a 
whisker of winning the WCW World title but ended up getting 


burned by his own Horsemates. 


Or he could step into the future and let the world know that Sid 
Vicious was dead and Sid Justice, a kinder, gentler muscleman, 
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WILL THE 
“HULKSTER”™ 
GET BURNED BY 
SID JUSTICE? 


Once again, Hulk Hogan has 
befriended a former rulebreaker. This 
time it’s Sid Justice, the man who 
many have dubbed the next Hogan. 
But will the old Hogan be around to 
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was here. He could take the final 
step toward being a fan favorite 
and become Hogan’s friend. 
Then again, he could do both. 
Perhaps these thoughts went 
through Hogan’s mind, too, but 
it's doubtful. As the sellout crowd 
cheered raucously and Hogan 
posed shamelessly, it’s likely the 
“Hulkster” had only one thing on 
his mind: his own glory and an 
enjoyable alliance with Justice. 
Maybe he should have thought 
a little harder. Maybe Hogan 
should have considered the past, 
just like Justice was doing at that 
very moment. 
lf he had, then he might never 
have summoned Justice out of 


At SummerSlam, special referee Justice was not 
afraid to tell Hogan when he was breaking the 
rules (top and above). 


the locker room and they would 
never have posed together for the 
fans. They would never have 
formed their powerful alliance, 
and Hogan could have kept the 
spotlight for himself, just the way 
he likes it. 
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But that’s not the way it turned 
out. After Hogan and The Ulti- 
mate Warrior combined to beat 
Sgt. Slaughter, Col. Mustafa, and 
Gen. Adnan before an adoring au- 
dience, Sid Justice, the special 
guest referee who had drawn so 
much attention, returned to the 
dressing room. 

He was later called out by Ho- 


gan and history was made. 

Or remade. 

The old muscleman was teach- 
ing a lesson to the new muscle- 
man. Hogan showed Justice how 
to work a crowd. He posed. Jus- 
tice posed. He riled up the fans. 
Justice riled up the fans. But 
why? 

There’s is little question that 


Justice can be the next Hogan if 


he wants to, but does he want to? 
Or was Hogan using Justice and 
Justice using Hogan? Is the WWF 


headed for a fiery explosion at the 


top ... again? 

Hogan has formed these lli- 
ances before. One would think 
he’d have a better memory. On 
the other hand, maybe he’s just 
forgiving. Maybe he’s willing to 
take chances. But this might have 
been the biggest gamble he has 
ever taken. 

He befriended Andre the Giant 
and paid the price. He befriended 


Paul Orndorff and almost got per- - 


manently injured. He befriended 


Randy Savage, The Ultimate War- 


rior, Roddy Piper, and Tugboat 
and never learned his lesson: 
Even Hogan’s friends are out to 
get him. 

“There is a school of thought in 
the WWF that the quickest way to 
get to Hogan is to go around 
him,” said a WWF wrestler. ‘“Be- 
friend him, then attack him from 
behind. Of course, Hogan usually 
has it coming to him because the 
only reason he befriends these 
people in the first place is so they 
don’t challenge him for his title. 
You never see him befriending 
prelim bums.” 

It is a two-way street. Use and 
be used. Hogan is usually able to 
get out of the situation with his 
title intact, but he has never had 
to deal with a talented young 
muscleman like Justice. Befriend- 
ing Justice might have been Ho- 
gan’s biggest career mistake. 

The difference here is that Ho- 
gan didn’t change Justice. Sid 
was already a changed man 
when he came to the WWF from 
WCW. He had wrestled only rule- 
breakers prior to his SummerSlam 
Officiating stint and had become a 
crowd favorite. What happened at 
SummerSlam was merely the 
merging of two tremendously pop- 
ular wrestlers. 

Unless, of course, Justice had it 


In Justice’s WCW rulebreaking days, his oppo- 
nents included Hawk of The Legion of Doom. Ho- 
gan must be wary of Sid’s motives. 


all planned from the start. He has 
always been a devious man. He 
did not come to the WWF to be 
second-best to Hogan. 

But now consider this possibili- 
ty: Sid’s relationship with Ric Flair 
deteriorated sharply over the final 
months of his stay with the Horse- 
men. He was angry because Flair 
wouldn’t even consider giving him 
a chance to wrestle for the WCW 
World title. 

That angered Sid. Now that 
Flair is ticketed for the WWF, he 
has a chance for revenge. What 
better way than to align with 
Hogan? 

Sid might also think that Flair 
will beat Hogan in their inevitable 
title match. If that’s the case, Sid 


as a fan favorite would be better 
positioned for matches against the 
new champion, the man he se- 
cretly hates. 

Either way, Hogan must be 
careful. If his intentions toward 
Sid are honest, then he has much 
to lose. If his intentions toward Sid 
are designed to keep him away 
from the title, then he deserves 
whatever he gets. 

Justice knows he can _ profit 
from an alliance with Hogan. 
Their tag team matches would be 
card-toppers at any arena in the 
country. And after using up Ho- 
gan’s usefulness, he can turn 
against him. It is so doubtful that 
Justice wants to be Hogan’s 
friend and nothing more. 

He wants to be the WWF's 
next great superstar. Sid Justice 
will settle for nothing less. O 
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Lex Luger is the WCW World 
champion. Sting, the former 
World champion, recently 
won the U.S. title. These 


were events that put the 


former friends—and the 


future of wrestling —on a 


collision course that can only 


end in an explosive feud! 


By David Rosenbaum 


REAT ATHLETES WERE not meant to be to- 
gether. What if Michael and Magic were on 
the same basketball team? What if Clemens and 


Canseco never got to face each other? How sad it |» 


would have been if Ali and Frazier were in the 
same camp. 

Great athletes were meant to prove who is the 
greater athlete. They were not only bor with tre- 
mendous ability, they were also bor with intense 
competitive instincts. They were meant to battle. 

So shed no tears for the fallen friendship be- 
tween WCW World champion Lex Luger and U.S. 
champion Sting. They were once friends but they 
are no longer. Now they are on opposite sides of 
the ring, ready to do what comes naturally to each: 
fight for pride and for their lives. 

Shed no tears for what was meant to be. Sting 


Left: Sting catches a 
charging Luger witha 
boot to the gut. Be- 
low: A wristlock by the 
“Stinger drops the 
“Total Package’ to his 


Left: Luger viciously 
brings his club-like arms 
down on Sting from the 
top rope. Below: Sting 
gasps for air as Luger 
pounds him from 
behind. 


and Luger are finally where they belong. 

“Yeah, I wish we could’ve remained friends and 
done this, but we couldn’t so now he’s gonna have 
to take me on,” Sting said. “I’m not gonna go 
around worrying about the past when I have the 
present and the future to deal with. And I have 
other friends, ones I can trust.” 

Perhaps these words are surprisingly unfeeling, 
especially coming from Sting, one of the most emo- 
tional athletes in the sport. But Sting realizes he has 
reached one station in life and there is only one 
way for him to reach the next: by battling Luger for 
the World title he so covets. 

“Lex has been a good friend, but he’s also been 
a pretty bad enemy,” Sting said. “He’s helped me 
out, but he’s also stabbed me in the back. But this 
has nothing to do with any of that. We’re profes- 
sionals and it’s simply the way things go. I want 
what he has and he has to protect it.” 

Sting moved into prime position for matches 
against his former friend when he won the vacant 
US. title. As the number-one contender to the 
World title—and the former World champion—he is 
entitled to at least an occasional match against the 
champion. 

Luger had reached the top by defeating Barry 
Windham for the vacant World title at the Great 
American Bash in Baltimore. 

And, in a way, that also marked the inevitable 
conclusion of a series of events that has been car- 
ried out for the last half-decade: Sting and Luger’s 
rise to the top. For years, they have been consid- 
ered the future of wrestling. With Ric Flair out of 
WCW, the future has arrived with Sting and Luger 
on board. 

That's what makes this potential matchup so en- 
ticing and so explosive. It’s not only that Sting and 
Luger have had an on-again, off-again relationship. 
It’s that they represent where wrestling is going. 
And, as Luger said, “There’s only room for one of 
us in the future. Everybody says Luger this, Sting 
that. Well, where we’re going, there isn’t room for 
two.” 

In other words, only one man can dominate 
WCW. The rest are also-rans, and Luger doesn't 
have any time for being an also-ran. 

“T didn’t work this hard to be second-best, espe- 
cially to Sting,” Luger said. “I could take it a little 
against Flair because he’s been on top for so long. 
Not being able to put him away was no disgrace. 
Sting is different. I’ve known this guy, I’ve worked 
with this guy, and now I know I don’t like him at 
all. But that’s not it: He wants what I have and he’s 


not gonna get it.” 

Only last year, Luger helped Sting rehabilitate 
himself from a career-threatening knee injury. “I 
couldn't have done it without him,” Sting said. 
“That's what makes this kind of tough.” 

And Sting was there when Luger was the victim 
of several attacks by The Four Horsemen. Sting 
voiced his outrage and also leant a helping hand. 

“The guy was there for me,” Luger said in a rare 
moment of introspection. “I have to thank him for 
that.” 

Occasionally, they have been tag team partners. 
More often than not, however, they have been on 
opposite sides of the ring. Except for his very early 
days in the sport, Sting has always been a fan favor- 
ite. Luger has swung back and forth. 

Their adversarial position has always seemed 
most natural for Sting and Luger, like two animals 
fighting for the same space. They have always 
seemed uncomfortable as frends, almost as if it 
was forced upon them. The wrestling world likes to 
see great athletes aligned, especially similar ath- 
letes like Luger and Flair. 

“But how could we be together if we want the 
same thing?” Sting accurately asked. 

Sting has made it clear that he is ready to make a 
run at the World title. On August 25 at The Omni in 
Atlanta, he bulldozed over Am Anderson, The Dia- 
mond Studd, and WCW TV champ Steve Austin to 
win the vacant U.S. belt. 

A few days later, he withstood a brutal challenge 
from Cactus Jack. He showed those wins were not 
flukes by beating Jack two times more. 

“Tt was one of the greatest weeks of my life,” 
Sting said. “I mean, when I won the World title, it 
was great, but this time, a lot of people had count- 
ed me out. Look at me, I’m a young guy, but 
people were saying I was over-the-hill. Well, this 
showed otherwise.” 

Luger noticed. 

“T never thought Sting was dead,” he said. “Har- 
ley [Race] and I have devised a plan of attack for 
the next year or so, and Sting’s always been a part 
of it. You can’t ignore your most dangerous enemy, 
but on the other hand, Sting really doesn’t concem 
me all that much. I know I can beat him.” 

Actually, all Luger knows is that he can attack 
Sting from behind and score an occasional blem- 
ished victory. Their prior battles have been incon- 
clusive; they meant nothing. 

This time, everything will be on the line. Great 
athletes are about to collide for the World title. It’s 
only natural. a) 


Above: Sting is at Luger's 
mercy outside the ring, 
Right: The ‘‘Package”’ 
drives his foe to the floor 
and will follow up with a kick 
to the midsection. 


Above: An angered 
Sting is a dangerous 
Sting. Right: Luger is 

a formidable champ 
who worked very hard - 
to get where is and 
isn’t going to go down 
without a spirited fight. 
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The Legion of Doom 
has proved once 
oan es again they are beasts 
in the East, the best 
in the West, and 
rulers of all points in 
between! 


By Eddie Eliner 


HERE IS A chart in the garage 

of Legion of Doom member 
Animal that lies under a pile of 
rusty tools, its frayed edges 
soaked in motor oil. The chart, 
simply titled ‘“Paybacks,” is divid- 
ed into three columns, labeled 
“When,” “Who,” and “Why.” 
These paybacks are not intended 
for opponents; rather, they are for 
members of the working press. 

Under each column is a hastily 
drawn date, the name of a report- 
er, and a copy of the reporter’s 
story from that date. 

“Tt was a motivating tool,” Ani- 
mal explained once in an inter- 
view years ago. “We like to track 
the unflattering things the mem- 
bers of the media write about us, 
then prove them wrong. You re- 
porters are very stubborn. In order 
to believe something, you gotta 
see it happen 100 times.” 

The chart hasn’t been touched 
in years, long before The Legion 
of Doom (then known as The Road 
Warriors) left WCW for the WWF. 
This reporter's name achieved im- 
mortality on the chart on Septem- 
ber 29, 1985, the date Hawk and 
Animal lost their AWA tag team 
belts to Steve Regal and Jim Gar- 
vin in one of the decade’s biggest 
upsets. 

About the match, I wrote, “Since 
their explosive rookie campaign 
shattered the complacency of pro- 
fessional wrestling, The Road War- 
riors have used their laurels as a 
mattress, resting on them so much 
they have put the rest of us to 
sleep. Never before has a pair of 
superstars plummeted to the earth 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Hawk Akos iony Sags (opposite page) and Ani- 
mal inates Brian Knobs (above) on the way to * 
4 The’ Le of Doom’s WWF World tag team title 
victory Ove, THe Nasty Boys at SumnierSlam. 
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Enjoying The 
Singles Scene: 


BRET HART 
SHED THE TAG 
TEAM TAG 


Against all odds, Bret Hart and Bobby 
Eaton have proven it’s not lonely to 
wrestle alone. They’ve reached new 

heights of success—and haven't taken 

any shortcuts to get there 


By Andy Rodriguez 


RET HART SCANNED the arena floor. He was 

searching for his parents, who had traveled from 
Canada to watch him brilliantly wrestle the Intercon- 
tinental title away from “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig. In 
his eyes, where these feelings are initially registered, 
over 20,000 fans could detect joy, pride, and, most of 
all, reliefi—overwhelming relief. 

Bobby Eaton stared at the ratings sheet. A disap- 
pointing loss to Steve Austin had cost him his WCW 
TV title and two steps in the top 10. He had dropped 
to fifth, sandwiched between Austin and El Gigante. 
Yet, in Eaton’s eyes, there was no real flicker of 
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Bret Hart’s Intercontinental title win over Curt Hennig marked his true emer- 
gence as a singles competitor. 
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regret. For Eaton, each week that his name appeared 
alone in the ratings was a cause for celebration. 
There is a vast but subtle difference between wres- 
tlers who work in tandems and those who work by 
themselves. For some tag team wrestlers, the deci- 
sion to wrestle alone can be severely damaging. 
For instance, years back, injuries to Road Warrior 
Animal forced Hawk into singles competition, where 
he climbed the ranks and even fought Ric Flair for 
the NWA World title. Hawk was actually favored by 
many experts to win the title, but soon after the 
match began it became quite apparent that his tag 
team training had not properly prepared him to 
wrestle a world champion. Hawk was relieved when 
Animal returned to competition. “I got nothing to 
prove,” Hawk said in reference to his solo stint. “If I 
wanted to, | know I could win a bunch of singles 
titles. I prefer wrestling with Animal. I enjoy his 
company.” 
Wrestling 91 / 45 


Both Hart and Eaton reached the 
top of their sport as members of 
respected tag teams. The Hart Foun- 
dation, featuring Hart and Jim 
Neidhart, captured the WWF World 
tag team title twice. Yet Bret Hart, 
often hailed as one of the sport’s top 
grapplers, grew restless. 

“Bret was pushed into The Hart 
Foundation,” claims one WWF insid- 
er. “Jimmy Hart offered him a lot of 
money to team with Neidhart. Bret 
made that team go. And there’s no 
denying he was into it. But he was 
meant to be out there alone. He 
doesn’t need anyone to carry him.” 

You notice it first in their eyes: a 
flicker of discontent, then boredom, 
followed by frustration and, ultimate- 
ly, rage. For Bobby Eaton, it hap- 
pened on the night when he least 
expected it. “| view my time in The 
Midnight Express as being complete- 
ly positive,” he says. “I don’t regret 
the time | spent with Dennis Con- 
drey, Jim Cornette, and Stan Lane. It 
just was time for me to move on.” 

That realization occurred to Eaton, 
unbelievably, on the night three 
years ago when he and Lane won 
the World tag team title from Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson. “We 
were out to dinner at some fancy 
restaurant with an entire entou- 
rage—Cornette, Lane, loads of wom- 
en, and strangers | didn’t really 
know,” Eaton recalls. “Cornette was 
going on about how this team will 
be considered the greatest in history. 
That we could hold the belts for 10 
more years. It struck me that, yes, | 
wanted to keep competing as a tag 
team. But 10 years? That seemed like 
a lifetime away, and | felt | wanted 
to do more than compete as half of 
a team. 

“It’s hard to explain, but | felt like 
| hadn’t earned anything myself. 
Stan and | worked so hard for the 
title, yet | didn’t feel like it was really 
mine. It belonged to other people. 

“That’s when | made the decision 
to someday go out on my own. It’s 
the best decision | ever made.” 

If that’s the best decision he ever 
made (a decision brought into reality 
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Hart’s victory over ‘Mr. Perfect” (above) was very important to him personally, says his father, Stu. 
Bobby Eaton (below) says going it alone was his best decision ever. 


After Eaton won the WCW TV title from Steve Austin (above and below), his days as a member of The 


Midnight Express seemed like they were far behind him. 


last year when Cornette and Lane 
reached contractual impasses with 
WCW), the second-best decision was 
deciding to severe his ties with the 
rulebreaking fraternity. “If | was go- 
ing to go out on my own because of 
pride,” he said, “it didn’t make 
much sense to continue to break the 
rules. How much pride can you feel 
if you win by conking someone over 
the head with a tennis racket or 
something?” 

Veteran wrestler Stu Hart always 


told his son that his rulebreaking de- 
tracted from his scientific brilliance. 
He was thrilled when The Hart Foun- 
dation dumped Jimmy Hart and 
turned good. And he was even more 
thrilled when Bret used only his 
pure wrestling abilities to defeat 
Hennig. 

“For months, Bret’s been saying 
that he could win the title,” the el- 
der Hart said. “But to beat a compet- 
itor the caliber of Hennig by submis- 
sion is a feat that even | wouldn't 


have believed possible. 

“Ever since Bret staked out on his 
own, the difference in his attitude 
and ability has been phenomenal. 
Clearly, leaving The Hart Foundation 
wasn't an easy thing to do, but it 
was the right thing.” 

Will the two men be tempted 
back into tag team competition? 

“This sport is too crazy to never 
say never,” Eaton admits, “but right 
now, | can’t ever see myself as a 
regular part of a team again. | can 
see wrestling with Stan on a special 
occasion. But as a career move, well, 
| just don’t know if | want to go 
back to that again.” 

“I can safely speak for Bret on this 
one,” Stu Hart says. “He's arrived at 
that place he’s always wanted to be. 
Bret’s never been belt-crazy, but this 
title means an awful lot to him. 

“It's nice that the fans and the 
media finally appreciate his skills. 
But now he doesn’t want to stop. 
He's always wanted to test the limits 
of his ability and that’s a test you 
can only do by yourself.” 

Both Eaton and Hart, we're sure, 
would agree. CO] 
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Is The 
sport 
Getting 
Bigger And 


Better—Or 


professional 
sports 
remain the . 
ong ie 
athletes a= 
continue to grow 
larger, stronger, and 
faster, the face of the 
sporting world has 
undergone a major 
alteration 
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Some of today’s bigger, stronger wrestlers include Kokina Maximus (opposite page), Sid Justice (left, 
overpowering Sting, himself a powerhouse), and Animal of The Legion of Doom (above). But are they 


better than their counterparts of years past? 


By Eddie Ellner 


F WE CAN forget, momentarily, all 

about the dollar figures and players’ 
unions and carniverous agents, what is 
different about the way professional 
sports are played today as compared to 
a quarter-century ago? 

Not much, you say? You still must 
touch home plate, cross the goal line, 
shoot the puck into the net, and put 
the ball in the basket to score. And, 
an opponent's shoulders must be 
pinned for three seconds to win a 
match. True enough. 

What about strategy? The run ’n’ 
shoot? The box 'n’ one? Middle-inning 
relief? Killing the body so the head will 
die? All variations on old themes, you 
say? We don’t like to argue; we'll give 
you that. 

What about the teams? Who were 
the champions of 25 years ago? Dynas- 
ties: The Green Bay Packers. The Bos- 
ton Celtics. The Montreal Canadiens. 
Bruno Sammartino. Nowadays, it is the 
fashion to dismiss the existence of dy- 
nasties due to an increased talent pool. 


Incorrect, you say? Dynasties come and 
go and they will remain with us forev- 
er. Look at the San Francisco 49ers, 
Edmonton Oilers, and Los Angeles 
Lakers. Look at Hulk Hogan and Ric 
Flair. Okay, grudgingly conceded. 

That leaves us with the bodies, the 
players themselves. And here you'll 
have to fight us if you don’t think 
there is much difference between yes- 
terday’s athlete and today’s. Though 
the rules remain the same, as do most 
of the uniforms, the players who wear 
them have changed dramatically. We 
don’t mean that today’s athletes drive 
nicer cars and have bigger homes, 
which they do. Remember, we agreed 
to forget about the size of their 
paychecks, 

We're talking about size. 

The physical evolution of the profes- 
sional athlete is profound and dramat- 
ic. For instance, the average size of 
Green Bay’s offensive line in 1965 is 
slightly smaller than that of the 1991 

(Continued on page 60) 
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“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 
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Each of these Super Color Specials 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 14) 


~ Se: wr 


News crushes WCW commentator Paul E, Dangerously, who, like Eddie Eliner, has often expressed 


disdain for P.N.’s rapping style. 


will get the fist. 

BA: Why don’t you tell us 
about the feud you're in against 
Johnny B. Badd. The bad blood 
between you is made worse by 
the presence of Teddy Long. 
Any plans for the two of them? 

PNN: Johnny ain’t bad and 
Teddy ain’t long—for this 
world. The News says the 
news is that these two had 
brothers are in line for the 
“broken record” that will 
break their spirit and their 
bones. 

BA: That's tough talk from a 
youngster. Long has made 
many veterans regret their 
threats. My advice is that you 
watch your steps and your raps 
around Teddy Long. 


PNN: I respect your 
concern/But they must 
learn/What separates men 


from boys is not the noise/I 
may sing my words but in the 
ring I’m firm/Long and Badd 
will soon be sad. 


EE: I’d like to see you in the 
ring with The Freebirds. There 
is a clash of musical styles I 
would pay to see. 

PNN: If to eat they had me to 
defeat, then Hayes and Garvin 
would be starvin’. Yo, baby, 
yo, baby, yo! 

EE: Someone call _ the 
Guinness people. We got the 
world’s largest yo-yo in our 
office. 

PNN: Ellner, why must you 
use your poison pen to crucify 
real men? 

BA: Have you considered 
making a run at any of the 
WCW title belts? Luger and 
Sting may be out of your league 
at the moment, but what about 
Steve Austin’s TV title? 

PNN: I don’t need no shiny 
belt to make my groupies do 
the melt. No, Mr. Apter, I have 
no designs on anyone’s title. 
First comes breakfast: One 
Man Gang sauteed in PNN 

(Continued on page 52) 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase, 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. ect Nia Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP; Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Stearn- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
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December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
Wendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson, 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Omdorff. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
an. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 


April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, amsie. 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard, Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 


July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: A! Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The. 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er. Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers. 

dune 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. Hogan vs. Savage, War- 
riors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 

July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
er. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 


BACK ISSUES 0 TEE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 
December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jim- 
my Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 
January 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sid Vi- 
cious, Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/COLOR PINUP: Bret 
Hart. Lex Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beef- 
cake, Toni Adams, Woman. 

April 1990/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Ric Flair, Hennig vs. Hogan, 
Sting, Rockers, Lawler. 

May 1990/COLOR PINUP: The Great 
Muta. Hulk Hogan, Skyscrapers, R&R 
Express, Piper, Embry. 

June 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sting. Ho- 
gan vs. Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes 
vs, Savage, Am vs. Sawyer. 

July 1990/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Beefcake, Skyscrapers, 
Heenan, Saito, referees. 

September 1990/PINUP: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. COLOR FEATURES: Sting, Ho- 
gan, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/P/NUP: Brutus Beefcake. 
COLOR FEATURES: Tugboat, Ultimate, 
Sting, Long, Blanchard-Orndorff. 
November 1990/PINUP: Legion of 
Doom. COLOR FEATURES: Rude-War- 
rior, Sting beats Flair. 

December 1990/PINUP: Sting. COLOR 
FEATURES: Doom, Horsemen, Legion 
of Doom, Kerry, Slaughter. 

January 1991/PINUP: Kerry Von Erich. 
COLOR FEATURES: WWF vs. NWA, 
Hogan, Hansen, Sting, Sherri. 

February 1991/PINUP: 1991 calendar. 
COLOR FEATURES: Scott Steiner, Vi- 
cious vs. Luger, Rhodes vs. DiBiase. 
April 1991/PINUP; Tom Zenk. COLOR 
FEATURES: Sgt. Slaughter, Hogan & 
Warrior, Magnum T.A., Lawler-Gilbert. 
May 1991/PINUP: Am Anderson, COL- 
OR FEATURES: Hogan, Rude, Flair- 
Sting, Thesz. 

June 1991/PINUP: Hacksaw Duggan. 
COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, Doom, 
Horsemen, Steiner. 

July 1991/PINUP: Brian Pillman. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Luger, Demolition, Ho- 
gan, Embry, Horsemen-Vicious. 
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St. Petersburg, Florida, is the setting for 
WCW’s first annual SUPERBRAWL! Two in- 
ternational superpowers claim the World 
heavyweight title. Who will emerge victorious 
as undisputed champion when Ric Flair 
takes on Japan’s Tatsumi Fujinami? Plus, 
Sting and Lex Luger challenge Rick and 
Scott, Steiner for the World tag team title. 
Former teammates settle the score when 
Ron Simmons and Butch Reed battle in 
Thunder Dome! And witness the Battle of 
Giants as Sid Vicious and El Gigante go 
head to head in a stretcher match! It’s wres- 
tling's newest tradition, SUPERBRAWL! 


I Send To: CnornPRAWl 
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Crossfire 


(Continued from page 50) 


juice. For lunch, maybe a 
small helping of Richard Mor- 
ton, if I can ever get him in the 
ring. And dinner: Johnny B. 
Badd’s head on a platter with 
Teddy Long stuffed into his 
mouth. I’ll worry about dessert 
later. 

EE: It seems the only thing 
about dessert you worry about 
is it running out. 

PNN: The dirt you be dishin’ 
is the dirt you be pushin’. 
BA: You must have been hap- 


a . 4 
rere a 


do the right thing. 

BA: What about tag teams? Is 
there anyone you'd like to Join 
forces with? Anyone whose 
style you’ve admired? 

PNN: I’m a solo act/The 
main event/My services you 
can’t own, you can only rent. 

EE: Like a cheap motel. 

BA: Have you considered 
management? 

EE: Bill, don’t you understand 
that P.N. is already yesterday’s 
news? No self-respecting man- 


5 


The big rapper enjoys signing autographs for the fans, whom he credits with inspiring him in the 
ring. News, though, says titles don’t matter to him. 


py to crack the WCW top 10. It 
puts you in some pretty good 
company. 

PNN: I’m too busy gettin’ 
busy to number-crunch—Apter 
Billy with the hairline so silly. 
Sure it’s nice to be recognized. 
Sure it’s nice to hang in the 
ratings with my main man El 
Gigante. But my concern is 
with the people who come out 
and cheer for my big ol’ be- 
hind. We keep each other hap- 
py. We can’t go wrong if we 


ager would put him under con- 
tract. He doesn’t listen to rea- 
son. He can only hear the 
sound of his own voice. I wish 
he’d spare the rest of us. 

PNN: Much to Ellner’s dis- 
may, PNN is here to stay. Ain’t 
no stopping me now, homeboy. 
I’m too big to sink. 

BA: That’s what they said 
about the Titanic. 

EE: But not too big to stink. 

PNN: Later, dudes. My fans 
await. O 


WHEN CAPT, LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN: 
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gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
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fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
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C Sept. 1990: Capt. Lou Albano Picks ... The 
Uofiest Wrestlers Ever! Firpo (1972), Bundy (1984), 
egestas, Coe Steele (1978), Abdul- 


pecan 
. Warrior. Classic Ratings (1985). Future Classics: lah (1976), Rhodes (1962), Kabul (1962), Missing 
Stasiak-Morales (1974), Funk-Brisco (1976). Clas- iors, Lawler-JY! ink (1985). Ch 
1 ‘uture Classics: Andre & yerret =e R: { Oma hye gs ae Bot 
‘sic Ratings (1972). Future Haku, Classics: 


By case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice:__ 


A TRIPLE-DOSE 


OF HOT ACTION: 


In addition to all the regular stories, interviews, and special features, these in- 
credible issues of The Wrestler, inside Wrestling, and Sports Review Wrestling 
offered readers exclusive bonus sections. These magazines were newsstand 
sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 


| Make check or money order 1 


payable and send to: 
| Tv SPORTS 
| BOX 48 . 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
Be sure to order yours today! 


< SPECIAL ISSUE #1 

The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 
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of one of the most historic days in wrestling histo- 
ry: SuperCard Sunday. On that day, WrestleMania 
V and Clash of the Champions Vi took place, and 
this once-in-a-lifetime magazine provides all the 
action and analysis of a once-in-a-lifetime day! 


The March 1990 edi- 
tion of Inside Wrestling 
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WWF's SummerSlam ’89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive in-depth analysis of both 
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Feedback 


(Continued from page 7) 


anymore and it is eating up Com- 
ette. But, as usual, Comette didn’t 
have the guts to come out and say 
so. 

I hope the duo of Lane and Jim 
Collette succeeds, for Stan’s sake. 
Comette split up The Midnight Ex- 
press and then drove a wedge be- 
tween Lane and his Fabulous 
Ones’ partner, Steve Keirn. If this 
keeps up, Lane might go ahead 
and give “Comy” the heave-ho as 
well. 

CAROLINE GILL 
Anchorage, AK 


SAVAGED! 

I was stunned to see the attack 
on Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
and his beautiful bride, Elizabeth. 
The one question that keeps roll- 
ing over in my mind is this: How 


eer. 


When Jake “The Snake’’ Roberts gets his come- 
uppance, reader Holly Parker will be overjoyed. 


in the world did Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts and The Undertaker get 
into the reception. Weren't there 
any guards at the door to see that 
these two thugs would not get in? 
But, in the end, you just know 
Randy and Liz will get the last 
laugh, especially now that big Sid 
Justice is in their comer. I don’t 
see how Roberts and Undertaker 
will be able to withstand him for 
very long. 
HOLLY PARKER 
New Bem, NCO 


SERIES 


x * 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include; Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
papier 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include; Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include; Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling ll. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, lron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
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February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T,A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R’n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 


riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 


December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 


gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 


March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. , 
April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: 


December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 


Rhodes, Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds. 


collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘“‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
December 1989/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 
January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 

February 1990/Stories include: War- 
riors-Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 
‘89, Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 

May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Uiti- 
mate, Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
July 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Sting, Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake. 
August 1990/Stories include: Luger- 
Flair, Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, Le- 
gion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
December 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Sting, Kerry, Cornette, Zbyszko. 
January 1991/Stories include: LOD, Ad- 
ams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting, all-annoying team. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 
April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 
May 1991/Stories include: Savage-War- 
rior, Steiners, Sting, Virgil. 

June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, 
LOD, Koloff, |-C belt, Dundees. 
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ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these coilectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 

ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR _. 

REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


CIFALL 1961 
(JDECEMBER 1961 
LIFEBRUARY 1962 
CIAPRIL 1962 
CIJUNE 1962 
(IDECEMBER 1963 
CIFEBRUARY 1964 


AND SEND TO, = $5, EACH 
T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please rush the issues of WRESTLING 
REVUE checked. | am enclosing $5.00 
for each copy. 

In the event my first choices are sold out, 

| will accept the following substitutes 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 


For ail orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every 
back issue ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for every back is- 
sue ordered airmail. int'l money order only. Allow 3-4 weeks 
for delivery. 
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The Legion of Doom 


(Continued from page 43) 


> 
onl 
ys el 


AE AO RE ST 


mat 


so quickly. At their current pace, 
Hawk and Animal may well be out 
of wrestling a year from now, re- 
versing the ethos that made them 
famous: It’s better to fade out than 
it is to bum away.” 

The story, obviously, proved to 
be something less than prescient. 
In the past eight years, The Legion 
of Doom has consistently been the 
most dominant team in the sport. 
Their most recent accomplish- 
ment—a dramatic WWF tag team 
title-winning triumph over The 
Nasty Boys at SummerSlam—con- 


The LOD's convincing win over the Nastys (above and below) made believers again out of many fans 
and reporters who had begun to doubt Hawk and Animal’s combativeness. 


firms the simple fact critics over 
the years love to dispute: Hawk 
and Animal are still the toughest 
kids on the block. 

Yet, despite the overwhelming 
evidence of their achievement, the 
team still has its critics. Before they 
moved to the WWF, Hawk tried to 
explain the battle he and Animal 
have waged with the media 
throughout their careers. 

‘T’ve thought about this a lot and 
have finally come to understand 
why people love to criticize The 

(Continued on page 58) 


BACK ISSUES Of x 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes, 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include; Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
duly 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ulti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
December 1990/FULL-COLOR 
SummerSlam coverage. Plus: Warrior, 
Arn, Hansen, Slaughter, Memphis. 
January 1991/Stories include: Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting-Vi- 
cious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 
June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 


July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Slaughter, Rich, Flair, Kerry. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 
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July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Stories include: Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawier, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
tiors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
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8 CLASSIC WRESTLING VIDEOS 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 
HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. EACH!! 


WRESTLING GOLD I 


VoL.10 

Rock 'n' Roll Express vs. Randy Savage 
& Lanny Poffo 

Hulk Hogan vs. Jerry Lawler 

Nick Bockwinkel vs. Manny Fernandez 

The Sheik vs. Mark Lewin 

David & Kerry Von Erich vs. Gene Yates 
& Baron Krupp 

The Fabulous Blonds vs. PYT Express 

The Road Warriors ys. Austin Idol & 
Jerry Lawler 


VOL.20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

The Samoans vs. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop 

B. Sammartino & Dick the Bnuiser vs. 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs. Jerry Lawler 

The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs. Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL.30 

Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 

Rock "n" Roll Express vs. 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs. Dory Funk Jr. 

The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
The Fabulous Blonds vs. 

Al Perez & Manny Fernandez 

Terry Funk vs. Harley Race 

Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL. 40) 

Austin Idol vs. Jim Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs. Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
The Japanese Assassin vs. Robert Reed, 
Tiger Mask, Keith Eric & Mad Dog 

King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Terry Funk vs. Mark Lewin 

Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs. Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 


Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 


& Sailor Art Thomas 


SEND ME ALL FOUR VOLUMES ABOVE [] 


WRESTLING GOLD II 


VOLiO 

Randy “Macho Man" Savage vs. 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude 

The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 

Pampero vs. Jeff Doney 

Bruiser Brody& Scott Casey vs. Kelly 

Kiniski & The Spoiler 

Chief Jay Strongbow vs. 

Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 

King Kong Bundy & “Ravishing” Rick Rude 
vs. Jerry Lawler & Randy “Macho Man" Savage 


VOL20 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry “The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VOL3O) -! 9.95 pACH 


Nick Bockwinkel vs. Terry Allen $1 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield i 4 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 


The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 

Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 

Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 


voL.40 
The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 
Terry “The Hulk” Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
vs. The Outlaw 
Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey& Terry Allen 
Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel &Tommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates &The Grapplers 


SEND ME ALL 4 VOLUMES ABOVE [J 
EITHER 4 VOLUME SET FOR 
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The Legion of Doom 


(Continued from page 56) 


Legion of Doom,” he said. “We 
set a new standard in pro wres- 
tling. It was a dead sport before 
we came here. Tag team wrestling 
was boring as all hell. We were 
the first ‘rulebreakers’ to ever get 
a standing ovation. We revolution- 
ized the way wrestlers prepared 
for their matches. We weren't just 
powerful wrestlers who lifted 
weights, we were weightlifters 
who successfully transplanted our 
aggression and strength into the 
ring. 

“After our first couple of title 
wins, the media came to expect a 
revolution every time we came 
into the ring. They grew bored 
with us, because we stayed at the 
same level, even though that level 
was 1,000 notches higher than any 
they had ever before seen. 

“So when the imitators came, 
they jumped on their bandwagons 
because at least they wore differ- 
ent costumes and talked more 
about what they were going to do. 
They’re still talking about what 
they’re going to do—the ones who 
haven't quit the sport, that is. 

“Tike anyone that changes histo- 
ry, Animal and I realize our ac- 
complishments won't be fully ap- 
preciated until many years after 
we retire.” 

Certainly, the LOD’s arrival in 
the WWF wasn't befitting that of 
four-time Tag Team of the Year 
winners. “McMahon didn’t special- 
order any red carpet for them,” 
their former manager, Paul Eller- 
ing, said. “And it was a good thing 
he didn’t. These guys wrestle best 
when they have something to 
prove. I used to stay up nights 
thinking up new motivations. 
They’re so talented, so dominant, 
that. it’s easy for them to put their 
skills on cruise control and still 
win their matches. They lose when 
they get bored and disinterested. 


“The ‘Paybacks’ chart was my 
idea. It aroused them from their 
slumber. If I could put a name up 
there every night, then they’d 
have more of a reason to go out 
and kick some butt. 

‘Do they have big egos? 
Damned right they do. But ask 
yourself this: Haven’t they earned 
their egos? Has there been a more 
accomplished tag team ever in 
history?” 

No, there hasn’t. The victory 
over The Nasty Boys made the 
LOD the only tag team in history to 
have won the AWA, WCW/NWA, 
and WWF World belts. They did it 
in a manner that loyal LOD fans 
have grown used to over the 
years—by seizing not only the mo- 
ment, but also their opponents 
with contempt and impunity. 

Six minutes into the match, 
Hawk chased Brian Knobs to the 
arena floor, where the two men 
exchanged blows. When Jimmy 
Hart raced over to assist his man, 
Hawk kicked him in the abdomen, 
forcing Hart to drop his fiberglass 
motorcycle helmet. Hawk has nev- 
er been one to waste a gift. He 
smashed Knobs with the helmet, 
then treated Jerry Sags to a similar 
treatment in the ring. Animal hoist- 
ed the nearly unconscious Sags 
onto his shoulders and Hawk blast- 
ed the Nasty Boy with a clothes- 
line from the top tumbuckle. Ani- 
mal applied the pin, and the rest is 
LOD history. 

What does LOD’s future hold, 
though? What will get them moti- 
vated for tomorrow’s match? 
“They'll find something,” Ellering 
said. “There’s always a new battle 
to be fought. Sooner or later, 
there’ll be another story out about 
how Hawk and Animal have lost 
their edge. That'll start their teeth 
grinding again.” 

One thing is certain: The way 
they've dominated their opposi- 
tion, it seems the LOD’s toughest 
battles will remain with the media 
and not in the ning. Oo 


NEW!!! 


East meets West for an international 
showdown guaranteed to make the 
earth tremble! Forget international di- 
plomacy. When the superstars of WCW 
step into the ring with the best Japan 
has to offer, they create a bone- 
crunching thunder heard ’round the 
world! Travel to Tokyo with WCW and 
have a ringside seat in the ‘‘Egg Dome’”’ 
for the WCW Japan Supershow! The 
main event is a thrill-packed true World 
heavyweight title match when WCW 
World champion Ric Flair does battle 
with Tatsumi Fujinami, Japan’s Grand 
Prix champion! Also, Sting tries to 
make sushi out of archenemy The Great 
Muta! The Steiner Brothers grapple 
with Japan’s best tag team, Hiro Hase 
and Kensuke Sasaki! And much more! 
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Today’s big men move around the ring quite deftly: Witness Big Bossman (above 
right), Sting (right), and Bam Bam Bigelow (below). 


Sizing Up 


(Continued from page 49) 


ot BRE i 


New York Giant linebacking corps. 
Wilt Chamberlain was the only NBA 
center over seven feet tall in 1965. 
Today, it seems, every team has one— 
many of them playing forward. And 
which championship tag team would 
you put your money on: Hawk and 
Animal or Rip Hawk and Swede 
Hanson? 

The argument that size has compro- 
mised and diluted much of wrestling’s 
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charm, quality, and strategy is no long- 
er valid. Not with Big Bossman, Sting, 
Kokina Maximus, P.N. News, and Bam 
Bam Bigelow flying around the rings 
like trapeze artists. Do we have to 
remind you that at 62”, 260 pounds 
Sting is big; 25 years ago, he would 
have been a giant. But in today’s era 
he appears to be normal-sized when 
compared to giants like Hogan, Sid 
Justice, and The Undertaker. 


left), P.N. News (above 


“There is no question athletes are 
bigger and stronger than they were a 
generation ago,” says sports physiolo- 
gist Dr. Amy Margolis. “It's a phenom- 
enon not limited to team sports and 
wrestling. Look at track and_ field. 
Look at swimming. Look at dance. 

“Are they better? That is not for me 
to decide. Though Id say off the top 
of my head more records involving 
strength, endurance, and speed have 
been broken in the past 25 years than 
in the 50 years before it.” 

Dr. Margolis is right. But we're not 
interested in records. We're talking 
aesthetics. The sight of a man the size 
of Rick Steiner whipping from post to 
post like Edouard Carpentier repre- 
sents the future of pro wrestling, as 
does the way Magic Johnson, all 6’8” 
of him dribbling deftly upcourt, embod- 
ies the way basketball will evolve. 

Athletes are growing. Buffalo Bills 
all-Pro defensive end Bruce Smith can 
catch running backs. Bam Bam 
Bigelow can dropkick. Carl Lewis out- 


runs the wind. So much for the “lum- 
bering big man” theory. 

According to Dr. Margolis, the spec- 
tre of steroid abuse incorrectly clouds 
the issue. “Athletic progress is not 
about steroids,” she says. “The in- 
creased speed and size of today’s ath- 
lete is due to advances in nutrition, 
coaching, and applied training tech- 
niques. Steroids affect only a small per- 
centage of professional athletes. The 
more success outspoken critics of ste- 
roids—like Tony Atlas, Carl Lewis, and 
David Robinson—have, the less other 
athletes will abuse them. And as the 
life-threatening consequences of steroid 
use is better publicized, I believe the 
abuse will stop.” 

What does the ever-increasing size 
of professional athletes hold for the 
future of their sports? Dr. Margolis 
uses baseball as an example. 

“Baseball is game of mechanics that 
allowed normal-sized people like Sandy 
Koufax and Nolan Ryan to throw the 
ball 100 miles per hour,” she says. 
“Now take a Randy Johnson and a 
Ben McDonald, put them on a pitch- 
er’s mound and fashion a technique to 
suit their tremendous size and 
strength, and there’s no telling how 
fast they can throw a ball.” 

What does this mean for profession- 
al wrestling? Face it: On his best day, 
Big Bossman is no Edouard 
Carpentier. There are certain laws of 
physics that big men simply cannot yet 
defy. But they are coming close. 

“Since the big men will eventually 
be able to duplicate all the moves of 
smaller wrestlers, with no loss of speed 
and agility, there will have to be two 
classes,” Dr. Margolis predicts. “Above 
275 pounds and below 275 pounds 
would be a good starting point. For 
the larger class, they will have to ex- 
pand the size of the ring. 

“But wrestling is unique in that it is 
also a battle of wits and personality, 
and size does not affect those traits. 
I've long considered Ric Flair a small 
wrestler, and look at his record. There 
will always be room for the smart little 
man in all sports. Otherwise, it 
wouldn't be any fun to watch.” OO 
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MEDIA REVIEW 


THE GRUDGE MATCH: 
JESSE, COME HOME 


INCE HE LEFT his role as 
color commentator for the 
WWF in August 1990, fans 
around the country have missed 
the unique broadcasting skills of 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura. Now, 
with the new — syndicated 
action/comedy series The 
Grudge Match a seeming out-of 
the-box hit, the likelihood of the 
popular Ventura retuming to 
wrestling now seems more re- 

mote than ever. 

It has become clear that Ven- 
tura is now ranked among the 
most respected sports announc- 
ers in the business. While his 
work on WWF broadcasts set a 
new standard for grappling com- 
mentary, his work with the Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers on radio 
(which Ventura once described 
as “wrestling’s loss and football’s 
gain”) and as a spokesman for 
Miller Lite Beer have made Ven- 
tura a popular figure even 
among non-wrestling bufis. 

And you don’t have to be a 
wrestling booster to enjoy The 
Grudge Match, which plays like 
a cross between an amateur box- 
ing match and Super Sloppy 
Double Dare. The premise for 
the program is simple: Take two 
regular Joes who happen to have 
a real life dispute—two guys 
fighting over the same girl, a car 
accident, or other “serious” 
problems—and throw them in a 
professional ring. 

Of course, the producers of 
Grudge Match aren't about to let 
these average Americans actually 
box or wrestle each other— 
somebody could get Aut that 
way. Instead, the contestants en- 
gage in three rounds of some 
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Jesse Ventura interviews a contestant on 
Grudge Match, a new (non-wrestling) program 
for which he is serving as commentator. 


pretty strange battles: Jell-O 
fights, pugilism with oversized 
boxing gloves, spaghettithrow- 
ing wars, nacho chip and dip 
ballistics, fire extinguisher 
spritzing contests—just about any- 
thing within the limits of safety 
and comedy go. 

The winner of each match is 
determined by members of the 
Universal Studios audience, and 
the inevitably muck-covered 
champion gets an official Grudge 
Match belt tied around his or her 
waist by a beautiful ring girl, the 
aptly named Theresa Ring. 

“I think it borders on Judge 
Wapner and The Gong Show,” 
said Ventura after taping the pilot 
in late-1990. “There were times 
during the matches that I started 
laughing so hard that I couldn't 
talk. I know that when people 
see the show at home that they'll 
be laughing right along with us.” 

Indeed, it’s hard not to get car- 
ried away in the sheer ridiculous- 
ness of it all when a contestant 
batters another with seven 


straight shots to the face with 
cream pies. Fortunately, the pro- 
ducers of Grudge aren't taking 
the raucous action too lightly. 
They've assembled a first-rate an- 
nouncing staff for the program, 
including Ventura, Golden State 
Warriors play-by-play man Steve 
Albert, and veteran boxing ring 
announcer Michael Buffer. 

The prematch interviews with 
the contestants, who explain why 
they have a grudge to settle with 
their foes, are highly entertaining 
and help the audience at home 
determine who they’d like to see 
win (or lose) a particular bout. 
The editing and camerawork are 
outstanding. 

The most striking thing about 
Grudge Match, however, is not- 
ing how much Ventura has ad- 
vanced as an announcer. On this 
program, he seems much more 
at ease than he was on WWF 
broadcasts, and it’s to Ventura’s 
advantage; he’s never been so 
witty and spontaneous (during 
one gelatin-throwing battle, he 
surmised that “on Grudge Match, 
there’s always room for Jell-O”). 

The only drawback to Grudge 
Match is the sobering realization 
that as the program gains more 
popularity, Ventura’s ties to wres- 
tling will inevitably weaken. And 
with his duties as mayor of 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, his 
football announcing, and many 
acting opportunities in the offing, 
the “Body” won't likely be back 
as part of the sport that made 
him famous for a long time. 

To which we can only say: Jes- 
se, come home. Wrestling 
misses you. 

—Bob Smith 0 


THIS MONTH IN... 


STING wins the U.S. title: “Now LEX 
LUGER will have to wrestle me!” 


RODDY PIPER provides his 
EXCLUSIVE analysis of a RIC FLAIR vs. 
HULK HOGAN match! 


PLUS... 

THE BEVERLY BROTHERS on the 
rebound...“Q&A” with CACTUS 
JACK ... “Spotlight” on BRET HART 
... X-Ray” with DUSTIN RHODES ... 
Aspecial Wrestler 25th anniversary 
bonus: The 25 greatest tag teams of the 
past 25 years 


All this—and much more... 
in the December 1991 issue of 
The Wrestler 


NOW ON SALE! 


— bu 


We predict an all-American upset: RON 
SIMMONS will defeat LEX LUGER at 
HALLOWEEN HAVOC! 


5: 


A night to remember: SUMMERSLAM 
provides heat for the cold months ahead 


PLUS... 

A bizarre “Hotseat” interview with 

LEATHERFACE: “Welcome to my 

Memphis chainsaw massacre!”’.. . 
SCOTT STEINER and DICK MURDOCH 
face off “One On One”. . . Find out why 

STAN LANE and JIM CORNETTE are 

riding the express to nowhere... 

ALEXANDRA YORE: “If you want to be 
in my foundation, you must...” 


All this—and much more... 
in the December 1991 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


RATINGS 


For period ended September 11, 1991 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on won-lost 
records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent 
skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and Most Popular ratings are 
based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail that 
comes to our offices. Other categories are compiled with the as- 
sistance of wrestlers, promoters, and reporters. Regional champi- 
ons receive automatic ratings positions. The number in parenthe- 
ses indicates a wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) 
indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue, 
while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last 
issue. 


TOP10 


1—LEX LUGER 
(3) WCW World champion 


2—HULK HOGAN 

(2) WWF World champion 
3—BRET HART 

(-) WWE I-C champion 
4—STING 

(4) WCW U.S. champion 


6—BARRY WINDHAM 

(-) No. 3 cont.: WCW title 
7—JERRY LAWLER 

(9) USWA champion 
8—STEVE AUSTIN 

(-) WCW TV champion 


9—SID JUSTICE 
(-) No. 2 cont.: WWE title 


10—THE PATRIOT 
(-) Global N.A. champion 


5—RON SIMMONS 
(-) No. 2 cont: WCW title 


wcw 
World Champion: LEX LUGER (1) 268, Chicago, IL 

1—STING 6—EL GIGANTE 

(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA (6) 435, Argentina 
2—RON SIMMONS 7—DUSTIN RHODES 

(5) 260, Perry, GA (8) 254, Austin, TX 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 8—BRIAN PILLMAN 

(7) 263, Sweetwater, TX (-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
4—STEVE AUSTIN 9—TOM ZENK 

(-) 241, Dallas, TX (-) 237, Minneapolis, MN 


5—CACTUS JACK 10—RICHARD MORTON 
() 277, Truth Or Cons., NM (-) 228, Memphis, TN 


WWF 
World Champion: HULK HOGAN (C) 292, Venice Beach, CA 

1—BRET HART 6—TED DiBIASE 

(1) 235, Calgary, Alberta (7) 247, Omaha, NB 
2—SID JUSTICE 7—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 

(-) 318, West Memphis, AR (9) 245, Syracuse, NY 
3—BIG BOSSMAN 8—THE UNDERTAKER 

(8) 277, Cobb County, GA (5) 320, Dallas, TX 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 9—JIM NEIDHART 

() 238, Honolulu, HI (-) 275, Los Angeles, CA 


5—THE WARLORD 10—TYPHOON 
() 360, Chicago, IL () 407, Pittsburgh, PA 


UWF 
UWF TV Champion: STEVE WILLIAMS (1) 265, Norman, OK 


6—FIRE CAT 
(-) 236, parts unknown 


7—CUBAN ASSASSIN 

(-) 236, Havana, Cuba 
8—JOSHUA BEN-GURION 

(9) 270, Israel 
9—SUPER NINJA 

(-) 277, Tokyo, Japan 


10—TERRY GORDY 
(4) 289, Chattanooga, TN 


1—PAUL ORNDORFF 

(-) 253, Brandon, FL 
2—BOB ORTON 

(7) 245, Kansas City, KS 
3—BRIAN BLAIR 

(6) 235, Tampa, FL 
4—STEVE RAY 

(3) 255, Leavenworth, KS 


5—DAVE PERRY 
() 255, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
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TAG TEAMS 


1—THE LEGION OF DOOM 
(3) WWF World tag team champions 


2—THE ENFORCERS 

(-) WCW World tag team champions 
3—THE NASTY BOYS 

(2) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 
4—ROBERT FULLER & JEFF JARRETT 

(7) USWA tag team champions 
5—RICK STEINER & BILL KAZMAIER 

(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag team title 
6—THE PATRIOTS 

() WCW U.S. tag team champions 
7—THE BEVERLY BROTHERS 

(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 
8—THE FREEBIRDS 

(4) No. 1 contenders: U.S. tag team title 
9—THE NATURAL DISASTERS 

(-) No. 3 contenders: WWF tag team title 


10—STEVE SIMPSON & CHRIS WALKER 
(-) Global tag team champions 


USWA 
USWA Champion: JERRY LAWLER (C) 234, Memphis, TN 

1—ERIC EMBRY 6—PEZ WHATLEY 

(2) 245, Lexington, KY () 238, El Paso, TX 
2—TOM PRICHARD 7—BILL DUNDEE 

(5) 220, Houston, TX (1) 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—DRAGON MASTER 8—DUTCH MANTELL 

(-) 304, Tokyo, Japan (-) 224, Oil Trough, TX 
4—DAN DAVIS 9—LEATHERFACE 

(-) 218, Nashville, TN (-) 322, parts unknown 


5—M.C. SLAMMER 10—TONY ANTHONY 
(-) 225, Winter Haven, FL (9) 235, Bucksnort, TN 


GLOBAL 
Global North American: THE PATRIOT (.) 280, Washington, D.C. 


i—BAD NEWS BROWN 6—TERRY GARVIN 
(-) 280, New York, NY (-) 220, San Francisco, CA 


2—HANDSOME STRANGER 7—JOHN TATUM 

(-) 239, parts unknown (-) 236, Hollywood, CA 
3—SCOTT ANTHONY 8—ROD PRICE 

(-) 235, Short Hills, NJ (-) 266, Los Angeles, CA 
4—EDDIE GILBERT 9—BILL IRWIN 

(-) 222, Lexington, KY (-) 250, Duluth, MN 
5—STEVEN DANE 10—JEFF GAYLORD 

(-) 232, Dallas, TX (-) 280, St. Louis, MI 


Iwccw 
ICW Champion: TONY ATLAS (1) 247, Roanoke, VA 

1—TASMANIAC 6—CURLY MOE 

(5) 245, Tasmania (10) 555, Mudville, OH 
2—JOE SAVOLDI 7—T.D. MADISON 

(7) 220, Parsippany, NJ (-) 245, Yonkers, NY 
3—TYREE PRIDE 8—S.D. JONES 

() 231, Haiti () 238, Antigua, W. Indies 
4—RAY ODYSSEY 9—KEVIN VON ERICH 

() 205, Palm Beach, FL (2) 235, Denton, TX 


5—SCOTT PUTSKI 10—TITO SANTANA 
(9) 235, Austin, TX (-) 245, Tocula, Mexico 


RATINGS 


MOST POPULAR 
6—SID JUSTICE 


Last issue: unrated 
7—BARRY WINDHAM 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


8—EL GIGANTE 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


1—HULK HOGAN 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2—STING 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


3—BRET HART 


Last issue: unrated 


4—RON SIMMONS 9—RODDY PIPER 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


5—JERRY LAWLER 10—THE PATRIOT 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—Joel Deaton; 1—Terry Leyland; 
2—Billy Black; 3—Mad Dog Joe; 4—Steve Lawler; 5—Scott Anthony; 6—Jon 
Michaels; 7—T.C. Carter; 8—Mike Cervich; 9—Atom Steel; 10—Festus. 


NWA: IWA champion—Manny Fernandez; 1—Larry Cameron; 2—Preston 
Steele; 3—Jules Strongbow; 4—The Terminator; 5—Derrick Dukes; 6—Paul 
Orndorff; 7—Kamala; 8—Master Blaster; 9—Thunderfoot |; 10—The Gladiator. 


LPWA: LPWA champion—Lady X; 1—Reggie Bennett; 2—Terri Power; 
3—Susan Sexton; 4—Bambi; 5—Madusa Miceli; 6—Misty Blue Simmes; 7— 
Denise Storm; 8—Heidi Lee Morgan; 9—The Beast; 10—Magnificent Mimi. 


PINW: PNW champion—Billy Jack Haynes; 1—Crush; 2—Steve Doll; 3— 
Mike Winner; 4—Don Harris; 5—Al Madril; 6—Doug Masters; 7—Mike Miller; 
8—Jimmy Jack Funk; 9—Larry Oliver; 10—Steve Sawyer. 


PWIA: PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Teiho Khan; 2—Larry Cameron; 
3—Ken Patera; 4—Ricky Rice; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6—Tommy Jammer; 7—Bill 
Irwin; 8—The Punisher; 9—Lightning Kid; 10—Jerry Lynn. 


SAPW: SAPW champion—Manny Femandez; 1—Chris Chavis; 2—Storm 
Trooper Hans; 3—Tommy Seabolt; 4—Junkyard Dog; 5—Brad Anderson; 6— 
Tommy Angel; 7—Storm Trooper Helmut; 8—Wahoo McDaniel; 9—Pez 
Whatley; 10—Trent Knight. 


TRI-STATE: Tri-State champion—J.7, Smith; 1—D.C. Drake; 2—Johnny 
Hot Body; 3—Mr. Sandman; 4—Tony Stetson; 5—C.N. Redd; 6—Eddie Gilbert; 
7—Cactus Jack; 8—Larry Winters; 9—Crybaby Waldo; 10—Rick Perez. 


WW: WWC Universal champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Cuban Assassin; 2— 
Giant Warrior; 3—Dick Murdoch; 4—Hurricane Castillo; 5—Miguel Perez Jr.; 
6—Invader |; 7—Ray Gonzalez; 8—TNT; 9—Ron Garvin; 10—Ricky Santana. 


MOST HATED 
6—EDDIE GILBERT 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


7—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 
3—RIC FLAIR 8—CACTUS JACK 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated Last issue: unrated 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 9—JOHNNY B. BADD 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated Last issue: unrated 


5—ERIC EMBRY 10—THE WARLORD 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated Last issue: unrated 


i—JAKE ROBERTS 


Last issue: unrated 


2—LEX LUGER 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

3—HULK HOGAN...ssssssssesssseessseesssseenssseene 26. points 
3—CURT HENNIG ...ssssssssssse 

S—RRIC FLAIR ssccssssscnsssseassesnsrsensnescerseseonee 25) pOWts 


TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER....cssssseseseseresees 34 points 
2—THE LEGION OF DOOM... cscs 30 ports 
S—NASTY BOYS ....ccscssssessenssonsesssesssessrensvsree 20 POMS 
4—THE HART FOUNDATION........2+4 


ANALYSIS 


Say hello to Global! Effective with 


light heavyweight champion. 


him all the way to number three in 


this issue, we’re adding the Global 
Wrestling Federation to our main rat- 
ings section. This fast-rising force in 
the sport began promoting in the 
U.S. several months ago, and already 
has a top-rated program on ESPN 
and more than 100 syndicated televi- 
sion stations across the country. The 
Patriot is the first Global North Amer- 
ican champion. He previously cap- 
tured the first GWF TV title, which 
he has now vacated and will soon be 
the focus of a tournament. Chris 
Walker and Steve Simpson are the 
Global tag team champions, while 
the scientifically skilled yet brutal 
Lightning Kid reigns as the first GWF 


Changes, changes, changes! So 
many important titles have changed 
hands since our last issue that it’s 
only appropriate that we take a close 
look at the new titleholders and their 
places in the ratings ... Lex Luger, 
the reigning U.S. champion in our 
last issue, has since won the WCW 
World title by defeating Barry Wind- 
ham at The Great American Bash— 
but he lost his popularity at the same 
time. He’s gone from being the third 
Most Popular wrestler in the sport to 
being number two in the Most Hated 
ratings ... Bret Hart’s victory over 
Curt Hennig to win the Interconti- 
nental title at SummerSlam propelled 


the Top 10. The “Hit Man” wasn’t 
even ranked in the WWF Top 10 in 
our last edition ... Steve Austin en- 
ters in Top 10 for the first time at 
number eight. He’s been busy de- 
fending his WCW TV title against 
Bobby Eaton, Johnny B. Badd, and 
Rick Steiner ... The Patriot remains 
somewhat of a mystery, but there’s 
no secret about his vast talents; he 
also makes his Top 10 debut at num- 
ber 10. 


The address for mail: Send your 
comments and suggestions to: ‘‘Rat- 
ings Analysis,” c/o Wrestling 91, Box 
48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 
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PARTING SHOT 
TWO'S COMPANY... 


“Brains, not brawn, that’s what kept us far ahead of everyone in wrestling,’’ 
said “Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers, as “Nature Boy” Ric Flair nodded in 
agreement. The two were enjoying a good time at the “Weekend of 
Champions” convention at the Ramada Hotel in Queens, New York, asa 
photographer prepared to take their picture. Lou Thesz was about to join the 
pair for the photo when he heard Rogers’ statement. Thesz stepped back 
quickly and snapped, “I don’t belong in this photo, I was mostly brawn! 
Couldn't wrestle a lick!” 
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“T couldn't believe 


om 
e results fr 

all th orld— 
Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


&é ‘ = 
Bed Ctions’ 
whi iets me know Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
ch Wrestlers are you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 


we'llsend you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We’re certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
news and gossip, a calendar of you'll want to become a subscniber to wrestling’s 
upcoming cards noaehon t North fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
America, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 3 : accepted for single-copy orders.) 
Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week’”’ 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 
“Transactions,” a lively editorial, our 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 


par E PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
exclusive “Superstat” bar hors offer you three big ways to save: 
ane ae canes poorer @ 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Notebook,” and an extensive collection pose covernnce 
of match results! You get all of this— ©34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
each and every week!—in a bold off the cover pnce 
newsletter format that keeps you on top @ 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
of today’s wrestling news today! off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
os subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: | 
x . . . 
2 0) 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
| Rockville Centre, NY 11571 C 34 weekdy issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings | 
3 : : x ; 
Please indicate method of payment: 1 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
C] I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 
| UiCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T. V. Sports) closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. | 
Cj VISA # Ce ee NAME a 
| © MasterCard # - - = _____—s ADDRESS APT | 
| Expiration Date: __/ CITY STATE VAI) | 
| MO /Y¥R Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $32.74 \ 


e for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


Play Trivia & Get the 
Inside Wrestling Scoop 


Call Captain Lou Albano & Bruno 


Sammartino, The Living Legend 
GRAND PRIZE - TRIP FOR 4 TO WRESTLEMANIA VIII - $2500 VALUE 


(Date to be announced) : 


MONTHLY FIRST PRIZE - $200 CASH 
SHAE SECOND PRIZE - TEE SHIRT - $15 VALUE 


(Every 100th entry, phone or mail, wins automatically) 


Call Captain Lou and Bruno at 1-900-737-7746 now! Then you decide. Either challenge the Captain and Bruno at trivia and win great prizes . . . or for pure 
pleasure listen to the Inside Scoop Storyline . .. or do both! To play Trivia, and qualify, all you've got to do is get three out of five answers correct, That's right only 
3 out of 5. If you're correct, you're automatically entered in the Grand Prize and Monthly First Prize drawings. If you're lucky enough to be one of the 100th callers 
or mail entrants, you could be an instant winner the minute you call! Call now and qualify to win a FREE TRIP to WRESTLEMANIA Vill 


Call 1-900-737-7746 


$1.95 first minute, 95¢ each additional minute. If you're under 18 years of age, you must have parents’ permission, Touchtone phone required. 


? 


Rules: No purchase or phone call necessary. Call as often as you'd like, all phone entries receive immediate notice of entry, Or enter by mail and receive notification at contest end. To enter by mail send a 
3" x 5" card and a stamped self-addressed envelope, with the words “Trivia Contest” written on the outside, to address below. We'll send you your qualifying trivia questions, All qualifiers will be entered in 
the drawing and winners selected at random by an independent judging organization, Winners will be notified by mail, Deadline to receive mail or phone entries is February 28, 1992. Odds of winning ore 
determined by the total number of entrants. Void in lowa, New York, Florida, Puerto Rico, Virginia, Georgia, Louisiana, Washington, Oregon and wher 


e prohibited by law, Unclaimed prizes will be awarded 
in a subsequent drawing from all entrants within 30 days of original drawing. For a complete set of rules and winners’ list, send a stamped self 


addressed envelope for each request to the address below. 


Wrestling Trivia » 14802N. Dale Mabry ° Suite 200 » Tampa, Fl 33618 


